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CHAPTER 1I

introduction

the agricultural village was the basis of the

economy of early utah the viability of these villages
lessened with increasing agricultural technology and

economic centrallzatlonocentralizationocentralizations most of these communities either
reached a growth climax and then declined or grew with

the addition of other economic functions however some

villages were limited as to resources and extent of devel-

opable land such marginal sites worsened by relative
isolation complicated the search for economic functionsfunction
many of the communities of southeastern utah found them-

selves in this position of limited agricultural resources

and isolated location the purpose of this study Is to

trace the economic development of one of these communities

moabkoabnoab utahoutahitaho

statement of problem and justification
moabnoab Is not representative of the original agricul-

tural villages of southeastern utahoutahitaho marginal to the domain

richard

0

jlustif leation

M

19669

se



www.manaraa.com

2

of the mormon culture region its settlement and develop-

ment differed from the rest of utah moabsmoats development has

involved a varying mixture of mormon and nonmormonnon influencesmormon

from its initial settlement down through its present economic

developmentodevelopmentdevelopmentsdevelop alsomento moab has been more fortunate in its
broadening of economic function than have its neighboring

communities this study will search into the underlying fac-

tors which affected the development of this atypical example

of the isolated communities of southeastern utah
many communities of the american west have faced the

problem of finding new sources of economic revenue to pre-

vent population decline in a world of increasing technology

and specialized activities moab has grown due to the addi-

tion of economic functions but it Is unclear whether it can

maintain its stability in the future this study will
attempt to analyze those factors which might help other small

towns with similar economic problems in their future planning

the study of the economic development of moabnoab Is

related to geographical research basic to a geographic

viewpoint Is man use of the land and its resources inih
studying the economic development of moab the physical

resource base has presentedpreserrted possible economic uses much

of the economic development of moab Is an expression of the

possibilities of the physical environmentoenvironmentenvironmentsenviron

donaldidonaldadonald

mento

woW heinigmelnigneinig the mormon culture regioneregloniregiont
strategies and patterns in the geography of the american
west 18471964018471964111847 19640196411 annals association of american geobra
phersahers LV 1965 191220191 2201965t
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harris1harrise

2howardbhoward
geobrageogra

4jacksoncjackson Misadow utah

william M barber an ananalysisanalysis of the role of
grand junction colorado as a regional capital unpublishedstersmiastesftstersstesfostersmirMiaft thesis university of utah 1970 a

5williamawilliam mo

3

the alms of this study are similar to those oundfoundaund in

other past geographic research the study of economic func-

tions of citiescitie have been most notably researched by harris
2and nelson their studies attempt to derive the chief

economic function of major american cities just as this
study of moab attempts to do this in a time sequence more

local settlement studies have been done in utah one of the

earliest by a geographer was by spencer on agricultural vil
Q

lages in southeastern utahoutahitaho 3 more recently an indepthin casedepth
4study of one of these settlements was done by jacksonojacksonjacksinoJack

another

sono

settlement study which is external to the mormon

culture region yet locally important to moab is a study

by barber on the nodalitynod ofallty grand junction 5
a many of the

topics covered in these different investigations will be

explored in this study of moab these topics are common to

much other geographic researchorese

location

archo

and extent of area

moab is located on the colorado river in south

chauneychauncy D harris A functional classification of
cities in the united states geographical review XXXIII
19431843 8699086

2

990

howard J nelson A service classification of
american cities economic geography XXXI 1955 18921091892100189 2109

aj3jto eo spencer the development of agricultural
villages in southern utah agricultural history XIV 1940

4jackson

f

f unc

s

ichauncy

19439

E

hist

19709

M ore

meadow
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figfib

4

eastern utahoutahitaho it is situated about 200 air miles southeast
of salt lake city the nearest nodal centers are price

utah 100 air miles and grand junction colorado 70 air
milesomilesmileno moab is relatively isolated from these other areas

with few people between fig 1

moab is in the southern portion of grand county and

is its county seat the town lies in the middle of moabnoab

valley about two miles from the passing colorado river
moabkoab valley runs in a northwest southeastly direction with

its southeastern extension known as spanish valley moab is
situated near several important physical features arches

national park to the north canyonlandsCanyon nationallands park to the

west and the la sal mountains to the east these areas and

nearby communities will be studied only as to their signific-

ance to moabs economy and regional relations the focus

of study will be on the community of moab and its immediate

hinterland of moab valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo

overview of study and methods

several aspects of more detailed geographic study

will be explored background will be given on the physical

site of the larger colorado plateauPlate andaa moab

related to its econ-

omic development study will also be made of the land use of

spanish valley

within the economic development of moab and its immediate

hinterland of spanish valley will be studied as to its
initial settlement historical development of economic func-

tions and its present economic basebassobass
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sitsiisli of moab and grand county

10 0 10 20 30 40 50

ofeofqofa sit takelaketahe

sebsobsea lebolateleeo city

prove

prno

grand co

ogardgrand ju

elteli

astlerastier
groengreenoroen riverniver

utah aboabaaoab

monticello

takelake pwwellpowell

colorado liver

pigfigfib lo10J site of moab and grand county



www.manaraa.com

6

moab valley and the regional relations of the town with

surrounding communities leie nodality hinterland and

flowsoflowsflosso this study will conclude with an integrative discus-

sion leading towards the future viability and growth pros-

pects of the community of moab these conclusions are not

meant to be representative of utah communities but rather
as an atypical case study of an isolated town on a limited
resource site

muchmachmuehmaeh of the material for this study was accumulated

from written materialsomateri consultedalso sources included histories
newspapers government documents county records periodi-

cals economic profiles and planning surveys these

sources proved invaluable especially for historical informa-

tion on economic developmentdevelop

field

mentemento

work was employed to analyze the current

situation of the area several visits were made for recon-

naissance of the general area and also for more intensive
analysis of the current local land use A sample survey was

also taken of residents as to shopping preferences in nearby

communities the archival and field information was com-

bined to form the basis of this study of the economic

development of moabmoaba
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CHAPTER II11

PHYSICAL siteSITSsize

the eastern half of utah Is on the colorado plateau

this sparsely populated region Is limited to a few widely

dispersed settlements of which moab Is one in discussing

the physical site the characteristics of both the general

region and the more immediate moabspanishmoab spanish valley will be

presented

colorado plateau

the colorado plateau province occupies about 150000
square miles of the four corners region in utah arizona
new mexico and colorado it Is a hydrological unit as it
forms a tributary basin for the colorado riveroriver however

the rationale for the physiographic region Is not only based

on drainageodrainagesdrain theageo area forms a broad plateau which rises
above the basin and range province to the west this great

crustal block forms a slight depression similar to a dishodish
it slopes upward again to the east and north to the higher

rocky mountain physiographic province the elevation ranges

from 5000 feet on much of the center of the province to
over 13000 feet on the mountainous rimsrlrnso

the province Is characterized by extensive areas of

nearly horizontal sedimentary strata sections of this
7

m-exico
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cnyonlandsc&nyonlands navajo and datil sections each of these

subregionssubr couldeglons be studied in detail but that which con-

cerns us most Is the canyonlandscanyon subprovincelands in which

moab Is located fig 2

william D thornbury regional geomorphologygeomorphqgeomorphy of the
united states new yorkyorkryorka wiley and sons 1965 ppoapo 4164f6wig
p

8

strata have been gently warped by broad uplifts with alter-
nating basins or abrupt folds or monoclinal bends also
common to the region are fringing areas of extrusive igneous

formations such as found in the high plateaus san francisco
mountain and mount taylor areas however oneane of the most

distinctive features of the colorado plateau Is its extremely

dissected landscape of canyons and escarpmentsoescarpment
erosion by fluctuating swift streams on the plateau

Is probably unmatched anywhere in the united states spor-

adic rainfall results in much runoff and accompanying sheet
wash erosion in contrast to bordering provinces the great

relief Is more the result of incised deep canyons below the

broad plateau rather than uplifted mountain ranges the

differing strength of rock layers has meant differential
erosion with resulting escarpments and angular topographyotopographytopograph
mostnost of these structures are of recent origin with form-
ation being during tertiary and quaternary timesotimeson

the colorado plateau physiographic province has

been subdivided into regions within according to more

specialized characteristics fenneman has suggested six
subreglonssubregionstsubregionsubregionssubr grandsteglons canyon high plateaus uinta basin

re onalonai
Ppo

so

yo

iggy
416
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allyaily uplifted with

superimposed local upwarpswarpsupwardsup salt structures from salt intru-
sions and domal uplifts from igneous intrusionsintrusionsointrusion the la
sal mountains to the east of moab are a laccolithic struc-
ture formed by igneous intrusionsintrusion other nearby surface

features include san rafael swell comb ridge henry mou-

ntains and paradox salt basin moab valley Is part of the

paradox salt basin which Is a series of parallel discontin-
uous valleys which trend in a northwestsoutheasterlynorthwest direc-

tion

southeasterly

the salt valley anticline has created some interesting
features in the form of arches national park to the north of

moab all of these structures within the canyonlandsCanyon arealands

make it an area of varied terrain and scenic wonderowonder

climate and water

the location of the colorado plateau deep in the

interior west Is largely responsible for its arid climatesclimateoclimateellclieilmateo

10

canyonlandsCanyon

the

lands

canyonlandsCanyon sectionlands covers most of southeastern

utahutahoitaho it Is bordered on the west by the high plateaus with

the book cliffs to the north the san juan mountains to the

east and the san juan river to the southoboutho the distinguish-
ing feature of the province Is its numerous incised canyons

cutout in rocks of pretertiarypre tertiary abeageoageakeo the little dissected sage

plain of southeastern utah Is a notable exception canyon

lands national park to the west of moab Is but one of many

such areas in the canyonlandsCanyon regioneregionlands

the region has been epelrogenlcallyepeirogenicallyepeirogenic

4IV

so

so
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2robertarobert

11

though much of the plateau Is relatively high it lies in the

rain shadow of higher mountain ridges to the west the sierra
nevadasvadas first deplete much of the eastward moving precipita-

tion with the high plateaus taking most of the rest As a

result the colorado plateau receives scant rainfall and has

an arid to semiaridsemlar climate except in the high elevationselevationsoelevation
much of the interior receives less than ten inches of preci-

pitation per year while a maximum of twenty inches Is
received along the southwestern mogollongollonKo rim pigfig 33oao30

the aridity of the region Is intensified by the high

evaporation rate this Is due to the needed rainfall of july
and august occurring when the evapotransplrationevapotranspiration rate Is
highest probably 95 per cent of the precipitation Is lost
by evaporation transpiration and seepage into the ground tt

this phenomena occurring during the limited growing season

does not enhance the water resources for agricultural possi

bllltlesobilitiesobili
the

tieso
temperature variations within the area contri-

bute to the harsh environmental setting theotheethe dry atmosphere

contributes to great radiational exchanges between earth and
g

sky and great temperature fluctuations resultresultoresuit put

simply the summers are hot and the winters are coldocolde the

cold winters are due to loss of energy from short days

charles B hunt physiography of the united states
san francisco freeman 196 PPppoapo 2892900289

2

290o

robert durrenberger the colorado plateau annals
association of american geographers LXII julyjulys 197219729 21472145214

ma

0
02

physi
619 ay7y 94029010

ld so

pi tation
pig
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inchlach

testeb

figpig 3 climate andana precipitation of the coloradoplateau from durrenberger the colorado plateau annalsannais
P 215.215

armerammer

ionronfx8 30 1 15 llonlionL

sublubsubhumid
londry

subhumid
moist humid superhumidSuper morehumid than 30

humid

12

PEP INDEXE

CLIMATIC TYPE
annual precipitation in inches

after thornthwifthornthwelte 1941

MMEEMM MMIMMI0250 163126312625 3247373231 47 4843 6412764 morsmore127 than 128
in 203020 152015 10151020 less than 10 inaridarld semiarid

3climate

CLIMATE precipitation
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clear dry air and high elevationsoelevationselevation the intense solar radia-

tion of the summer has basis in similar factors long days

nearly vertical noontime solar rays clear dry air and high

elevationsoelevationselevation As a result both diurnal and seasonal tem-

perature fluctuations are considerable for the colorado

plateau

the aridity and rapid runoff on the plateau make

reservoir storage of the winter melt essential the major

perennial rivers are the colorado green and san juan rivers
table 1 the rest are intermittent and flow mostly darlngdaringduring

TABLE 1

ANNUAL DISCHARGE OF MAJOR riversadiversa

river acrefeetfeet

colorado above dolores river
doloresgreen
san juan
loradocolorado

2100000201000000
Cb

60000006000.0006000000

1440000014400000

8700008709000

untahunt

5100000591009000

physiographyph pslos 3030po measurement taken at
mouth of river except where otherwise notedonocedo

the peak runoff season drought and flood vary according

to season the deeply entrenched canyons of the river also
make the waters less usable for irrigation of croplandscrop

only

lands

in certain localities are the waters available to irri-
gate adjacent farmlands moab valley which intersects the

ibid

0
1

RIVERSa

acre fee t

ly ra

so

so
pera ture
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probably a

quarter of the canyonlandsCanyon sectionlands Is bare rock such

meager natural vegetation Is indicative of the limited
resource base for agricultureoagricultureagriculturer

the soils of the colorado plateau are immature and

not well developedodevelopeddevelop the nature of the local soils Is often

dependent on the underlying materialsmateriale such partially weath-

ered soils are known as llthosolsolithosolsolitho thesolso soils for the entire
region may be generalized

recent gray or brown desert soils prevail over much
of the plateau with small areas of recent alluvial soils
along the valleys and rather extensive llthosolslithosolslith inosols
areas of rapid erosion in general the soils below
7000 to 8000 feet in the wooded or nonforestednon zonesforested 2have a basic reaction those at higher elevations acldoacidacaldo

hiathimtihunt physiography p 291
2durrenberger colaradocolaramoCol plateauarado p 216

14

c-olorado in a lowland is one of these choice areas

vegetation and soils
the harshhansh climate Is expressed in the vegetation and

soilsosoilssolisstilso manykany of the plants are xerophytic because of the

arid climatescllmatcoclimateoclicil themateo vegetation of much of the interior of the

plateau consists of desert shrub northern deseret while

the isolated mountains and rims of the plateau are forested
with spruce pine and fir between these two extremes the

mesas are wooded with pinyon and juniper on the lower slopes

of the mountains however the vegetation cover Is not con-

tinuous despite the vegetation maps

ha

betweenthese

2durrenberger

edo
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aldclecie

fibfig 4 natural vegetation and soilssolis of thecolorado plateau from durrenberger the colorado pla-teau annalsannais p 216

15

NATURAL vegetation SOILSsolls

explanation
A

mostly yflln pigpin taremtorowfarow cldsprmsfr bonnitfonnit ntltp

IM
gray broebrol pwsolk fliss

short smsams

graygrey clessclassriess soilssollsnorthrnnorthanNorth dolltdowltrn shryshr0 rostlyspill A

chilletchillitchelChIldhel tiilIttui MLM 111hosol and roughroushfough stonysiony landrllialliRlrilirill soilsli nuludnclud forbfornsorb rqdred cl sollssoilssolis
uth wn utah

100loo 0 100 rilillrim
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the alkalinity of lower elevation soils limits the amount of

arable lands available for farningfarmingfar alsomingo the sparse veg-

etation and persistent drought make rapid erosion of existing

soils a problem pigfig 4oao40

resources and land use

the resource base of the colorado plateau has limited

its usageousageusages farming Is limited to the better watered alluvial
surfaces

the two principal farming areas are the floodplain
formed by the colorado and gunnisonGunn riverslsonison in the grand
junction area peaches melons apples and vegetables
and the loessialloess beltlallai in southwest colorado and south-
eastern utah pinto beans other valley areas are
farmed notably in the vicinity of farmington newmewew
mexico and moab green river and price utah 1

the chief limiting factor Is waterowaterbatero there Is more potential
farming land than there Is water to irrigate ito

mineral resources on the colorado plateau are usually

found in the sedimentary formations highest production

comes from mineral fuels and uranium uranium Is a partic-
ularly important resource in the moab areaoarcao

the colorado plateau was one of the last areas to be

developed in the united states and much of it Is still in
the public domain indian lands account for roughly one

third of the total land area much of the rest of the area

Is used for grazing or as national forest land many areas

are severely overgrazed as the sparse vegetation cannot sup-

port large numbers of livestock the mountains are used for

hiinthimthiet physiographyphys poi 30600 iraphyt

fig
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winter brazinggrazingograzinggramingobragra Azingo more recent usage of the land has been for

recreation and tourism the deeply eroded canyonlandcany land-

scape

onland

colorful rock structurestruestruc andtute unique landforms such as

arches are significant to the aesthetic appeal of the site
geological scenery and colorado river recreation attract
numerous people yearly

all of these aspects reveal what a unique area the

colorado plateau is with an arid climate sparse vegetation

and deep canyons the area has only a sparse population which

is relatively isolated from other settlementssettlementsosettlement however the

colorful deep canyons and landforms are an aesthetic resource

for the region these physical characteristics basically
apply to most settlements on the plateau including moabomoaba

moabspanishmoab valleyvaileyspanish

the town of moab lies at 4042 feet elevation in
moaboab valley which extends to the southeast as spanish

valley the combined valleys extend from the colorado

river fourteen miles to the southeast the valley averages

about two miles wideodideo it has a broad floor with a steep

southwestern wall which rises abruptly 1500 feet above the

valley floorofloorfloora the northeastern side rises more gradually

2000 feet to wilson mesa higher mesa lands surround the

valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo
geology

structurally moab valley is a part of the paradox

basin region moab valley is in the north central part of

this larger region which trenistrends in a northwestsoutheasterlynorthwest southeasterly

f or

va

nl

so
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direction along the utahcoloradoutah bordercolorado the paradoxflaraPlaraflana basindox

Is about 200 miles long and 115 miles wide it Is composed

of a series ofot discontinuous parallel valleys eight major

units one of which Is moabnoab

thoughtito fformedormed by collapse of
the underlying salt 1

moab valley was formed by a similar process it Is situated
in the down faulted crest of moab anticline which trends

fiftythreefifty degreesthree northwestnorthwestsnorthweste

the major anticlinal structure at moab Is primarily
the result of regional folding and salt intrusion the
collapse of the anticline at the end of the cretaceous
of in the tertiary was due to solution and displacement
of the underlying evaporitesevaporltesevaporateseva andporites the secondary folds and
faults on the limbs of the anticline are the result of
differential movement within the downthrown crest of the
structurestructures this differential movement was caused by
intrusion and solution of the salt

the structure of moab valley Is relatively complex there
are faults on both sides of the valley with the moab fault
dominating on the southwest side with its resulting steep

cliff face the area has been uplifted and eroded three

times with the process of the third erosion still in

william donald miller the general geology of the
moab valley moab utah unpublished mastersmaster thesiss texas
technological college 1959 PP 8108

2i1sl
10

movempt

19599
2ibidet popa 91gle910gie

spanish valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo the formationalformat

process
lonalional

Is similar for most of these structuresstructuressstruc

all
turestturess

of these features are anticlinal structures
believed to be due to regional folding salt intrusion
or a combination of the two the general form of the
anticlines are closely compressed folds elongated in a
northwesterly direction these structures range from
10 to more than 30 miles in length along the anticlinal
crests and trending parallel to the axis of folding are
narrow fault trenches and grabansgrabensgr inabens general these
features are thoughtthough to have beentIto
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progress

the moabspanishmoab spanish valley may be geologically subdivided

furtherfarther nearest the colorado river Is the moab anticline
which Is collapsed this gradates in the spanish valley

syncline and finally into the pack creek synclinal graben

the transition between regions Is moderated by an extensive

covering of alluvium and valley fill the alluvium was

imported by the two parallel streams of the valley pack

creek and mill greeko these streams are exotic and flow

from their headwaters in the snow ladened la sal mountains

the combination of deep alluvial soils and fairly dependable

water supply has provided the basis for agriculture in the

valley especially in the lower portions this Is because

only pack creek flows in upper spanish valley fig 5

climate
As on most of the colorado plateau the climate co-

nsists of cold winters and hot summersosummerssummersonsum withmersomenso a low eleva-

tion and an interior location the summer heat and aridity
are intensified the temperaturestempera seasonallyturestares fluctuate from

a january average low of 2940f294f to a july average high of

78o20f78o2p see table 2 the diurnal range of temperature

varies from 243p in december to 3690f36c9f in junejuncojuneo the arid
location also accounts for the rapid loss of heat at nightnights

the average daytime temperature Is 9700f970p during july with

an average of 6l6f6160f at dightonightonight the january average minimum

and maximum temperatures are 417 F and 1730f17o3p respectlvelyorespectivelytempe raturesmatures 4170f

j-anuary

24 30f

fib
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4901790 figures are in degrees fahrenheit based on a 72 year
average

this arid climate has highly variable and low preci-

pitation

344304

2942984

354384

21

the dryness of the winters helps to make the temperature dioreniore

comfortableo the same Is also true for the summer tempera-

ture although the heat Is still rather excessive

TABLE 2

temperature AVERAGES FOR MOABmoab9moaby utahsutah8

month

january
february
march
april
maykay
june

6405645
july

73007300
8106816

august
7902792

91
47447.44704

september
76676.67606766

07 54.8548
3423402

gog6096796709
55.3553

930993993.9
97.0970 61661.66106gig616glog

36936.9

october
835830583583.5

41.5415

59.5595
35435.43

november

500450450.4
72072372.3

31.6316

34434.4
eae4

december

38738.7
33133.1

56456.45694
3873807

USusea

270027027.02790
3463496

43843.84308

department
climatic

190519519.5
29.4294

of
summary

mean

2432403

agricultureagricaltur
of

29429.42904

abusoauso
unitedthe

36.9369

states

maximum

4605465

minimum

41.7417

550755755.7
6146104glow

17017317.3173
490849849.8498
7200720

310531531.5
230823823.8

39739.73907397
290929929.9
2600260

32332.3320

weather bureau
utah 1961 ppap

range

24.4244

40

pitatlono the peak recorded years were 1918 ans 1921927 when a

total precipitation of 1596 inches was recorded see table

3oao30 the lowest year on record was in 1898 when 40324324.32 inches

was receivedoreceivedreceive As table 3 suggests there has been little in

the pattern of variation of precipitation it fluctuates
freely according to the freakefreakfrear occurrencecurrenceoo of stormsostorms the cur-

rent average for all years Is listed as 8098898 inches precipita-
tion see table 4oao40 the lowest monthly average is june with e 39

more

UTAHa

9107

e

4 0

pitat lono

do

Agrical tur

pi tation

369

557

553
415
316

417

970
939

723
564
438

238
315

474
548

595
504

270
195

244

299
323

369

331

294
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82980298829

I1inches

1932

year

8.09809

inches

1933
1953

80028028.02802
8040840

1934
19541891

7787.787078 1955
7.157157015

1935 1956
1892

8018318.31 3.02302302
6616.616061gogl

1936 1957
1893

7567.56 14.581458
8034834

1937 1958
1894

902990999059 5085.085008
60566566.56656

1938 1959
1895

8188.18 6.62662
7040740

1939 1960
1896

100231023 5685.685968
90539539.53953

1940 1961
1897

13.531353130531353 11.041104
146914.6914069

1941 1962
1898

15.4215421542 8.74874
4.32432

1942 1963
1899

6.75675 6.01601601goigolgeo7064

1943 1964
1900

8558.558055 4.71471
4474.47

1944 1965
1901

6866.866086 121512.1512915
7647.647064764

1945 1966
1902

9.49949 6.03603
7.90790

1946 1967
1903

6646.646064664 8.28828828
60636636.63

1947 1968
1904

1924

10071107110.71 7277.277927
5725.725972522

109610.9610096logg1096

1948 1969190igo
1905

1925

7092 10.2110211021131513.15130151015
12.111211

1006010060

1949 19701907
1906

1926

9.78978 5665.66506690279279.27

10.721072

1950 19711908

1927

5805.805080580 7029123712.37

159615.9615096

1951 19721909

1928

8558.558955855 9.029029729.729072

108110.8110081

1952

information

1910

1929

70677677.67

taken

9.06906geog

1003010930

from

year

1930

climatic

inches

1101711017

summary

1911

1931

of

111011.10illoilio

5.87587587

the

1912

year

united

108710.87

states

1913

and

9.05905905

climatologicatClimatologicclimatological

1914

data

10.901090logo

utah

1915

annual

15049

summaries

1916

196019721960

13023132313.231323
1917 8298.29
1918 15.961596
1919 6136.13
1920 8035835
1921 106810.68100681068
1922 6.38638
1923 7867.867086

gog906

613633

978878

iesles 19 1972 9

agogigog

aihforashfor
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inches while october averages highest with .9898 inchesoinches
however this can easily be reversed during any given year

because of the irregularity of storms this aspect of the

climate makes agriculture solely dependent on the irrigation
waters derived from the snow melt on the la sal mountains

I1 TABLE 3

ANNUAL precipitation AT MOAB 1890 1972a1972s1

year inches

1890 5585058

the snowfall for moab itself is very low with an

annual average of 12.4124 inches the dry climate is reflected
in the low snowfall the average date for the first freeze

193
IW

8 0 is

to .9292

matlon fsta es
66

climatolocicalgical
summar

at

I W

Climatolo

98

715

447

663

927

1087

1596

786

809

778

756

818
508

1215
603

727

124

92
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lsIsI octobers 18 with the last freeze around april 180 this
leaves a balance of 183 days for a growing season this Is

not a long period but much better than found on the higher

elevations of utahoutahitaho thus some crops can be grown in moab

that cannot be grown in some other parts of utahutahoitaho

TABLE 4

precipitation AVERAGES AT MOABMOABO UTAHa

month inches

jan 071 aproapraar
febfebopeb

.7474
maykay 069069ogg
june o39033039009

month inches

july 073
aug 081
sept .9292

I1

month

892092

inches

octooct 098
novonov 066066ogg
dec .8484

aclimatic summarysummarsumbar p 140140lwoiwo based on 72 year average

conclusion
A combination of physical factors created a site

suitable for the initial agricultural base of moab valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo

the flat alluvialflooredalluvial valleyfloored with fairly regular streams

provided an area of fertile land with a suitable water sup-

ply in this arid regionsreglonoregiono its lower elevation provided an

adequate growing season an easy traverse of the colorado

river Is provided by the valley which crosses the river at a

right angle this meant an early advantage as a transport

route geological stratigraphy provided mineral resources
unique landforms added scenic appeal for later development

as accessibility increased all of these factors helped in
giving moab a ralsonraison dtredletredare in this area of otherwise ma-
rginal usageousageusages

068
mar 083

month inches

18

Q

0

v

084
L

Z

j-une 92 84
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CHAPTER 111IIIlil
EARLY settlement

the permanent settlement of the colorado plateau

came relatively late with much of it not coming until the

1880s moab was no exception however there was activity
in the area prior to permanent white settlement the fol-
lowing is the order of visitation or occupance 1 indians

2 spanish explorers and traders 3 trappers and mou-

ntain men 4 geographic and geologic expeditions 5 cat-

tlemen and 6 farmers missing from the normal pattern of

sequent occupance was the phase of mining which came laterolater
each of these phases will be surveyed with the exception of

the original indians the elk mountain mission will be

included because of its local significance then characte-
ristics on the economy and community layout will highlight
study of the initial permanent settlementosettlementsettlementssett

exploration

lemento

and trade
the earliest known explorer of the region was father

escalante in 1776176 his route however did not go through

moab but further to the east and northodortho though definite
records of the earliest travelers are scanty it is known

that spanish valley which got its name from spanish trade
through the area was on the route of the old spanish trail

24

untilthe

ofmining
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the old spanish trail was a trade route between santa

fe and los angeles enroute the trail went through spanish

valley and by presentdaypresent moabday it became a prosperous

route

the 1830s and 1840s saw traders and raiders both
white and redskin drive thousands of horses and mules
eastward over the spanish trail in exchange for mexican
woolen goods moving west slave traffic also became a
major activity on the trail as the annual caravans crept
across the basinbasinsbasine hundreds of native children and
squaws from the weaker tribes were purchased or kid-
napped along the route to be fattenefattenedbattene and sold in the
markets of los angeles and santa fe 1

oftentimes the goods and slaves were exchanged for mules and

horses the route was first discovered to be in existence
by workman and spencer in 180918090 change in demand for some

of these items meant a later decline in trade along the

route so that by the late 1840s only a few men traversed
the regionregions during all this there was no permanent settle-
ment attempted in this vast area

related to the trade in the region there were a num-

ber of mountain men who visited and trapped in the general

areaareas among these were kit carson jedediahJed smithedlahealah and

william wolfskilleskills details of these visits are sketchy at
best As animal numbers declined and styles changed the

fur trade was less profitable this meant that this activity
of the fur trade came to an end

few ventured iniftintinn this area until government surveys

covered portions of the american west this was because of

gustave 0 larson outline history of utah and the
mormons salt lake city deseret book co 1965 P 13

wolfskille

larson hist
ft

0 130loeioe
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the isolation and apparent hostility of the environment

the perception of the area was not enhanced by the statements

of those who visited the area the following report by lt
J C ives in 185718581857 illustrates1858 the poor conceptualiza-

tion of thetha colorado river area
ours has been the first and will probably be the

last party of whites to visit this profitless locality
it seems intended by nature that the colorado river
along the greatest portion of its lonely and majestic
way shall be forever unvisited and undisturbed 1

though the area Is still considered not the blosttostdost desirable
place this statement would now be found extreme in view of

later settlementsett
the

lemento

major government expedition that specifically
traversed the area of southeastern utah was the macomb

expedition of 1859 this party surveyed a route from santa

fe to the junction of the grand and green riversRi inversiavensla the

vicinity of upper spanish valley macomb reported I1 cannot

conceive of a more worthless and impracticable region than
2the one we found ourselves lnin though these statements

were basically true for much of the region isolated oases

did exist in the area such as found in moab valley

elk mountain mission

the question of indian troubles in southern utah was

john A frost canyons mystery and solitudesolitude11
guide to the geology of the paradox basin salt lake city
1958 ppe 192519

2

25

J N macomb report of the exploring expedition
from santa pe new mexicomexic to the junction of the grand and
green rivers of the great colorado of the westwestaweste in 1891859
washlngtonxwas gove rnmentrement printing office 1876is7 pI1 6

1

f

1

basicallytrue

IJO hn
f

19589
ex edition

fel 0

hington government pe 60
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moabkoabdoab

evvrvv

2

brought up during the general conference of the mormon

church in april 185518550 the resultingres decisionLilting was to estab-

lish a settlement at elk mountain which was the area now

known as moab the assignment of the missionaries was to

set up a fort and also to preach the mormon religion to the

indians ute tribe fortyoneforty menone under the leadership of

alfred N billings were called and set apart on may

all hands were busily
engaged in grubbing brush plowing land building a dam and

2performing other camp duties the firstirstarst dam failed and a

new one built further up requiring a three mile irrigation
ditch once these essentials were accomplished a fort was

built after establishing themselves the indians feared

faunpaun mcconkiemogMcGmoc tanneronkieonkle A history of moab utah
moabxoab utah 1937 P 15

21bid p 21
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7

185518550 the first group left for the starting point at
mantiemantlemantlo

the group arrived at moab early in june they

thought the land good for farming due to the abundant sage-

wood the best meadow land was found boto be an area of about

two miles square near the colorado river the indians occu-

pied the center of the valley with ten acres in corn melons

squashes and pumpkins the seeds were planted in separate

holes and ridges and dams were formed for irrigation the

impressions of the area varied with the majority viewing

it as good

A site was chosen and 1

er

02 f

L
19379 po 150

2ibidog po
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permanent intrusion due to the permanent appearance of the

farms and fort As a result ill feelings ensued and the men

of the elk mountain mission were finally forced to abandon

the site in 185601856 though the permanent impact of this first
settlement attempt was little one landmark remained the

irrigation ditch from mill creek widened over the years

until it became the arroyo which runs through the town of

today

initial perPOrpermanentmanent settlementse t tietleme nt

after the elk mountain mission attempt the area lay

undisturbed for the next twenty years the indian presence

still created an obstacle to white settlement and develop-

ment the U so army concluded a treaty with the indians

in 1872182 which prepared the way for prospectors in the area

cattlemen

the word of usable lands was passed on to the cattle
menomen the first rumored cattlemen came in 184185187418751874184 with1875185

2about 400 head of cattle in 18 another treaty opened

the western slope of colorado for settlement simultaneously

more cattlemen gradually began to infiltrate the area in

search of new grazing lands in 18 nigger bill and

frenchieFrench trappers moved in and raised vegetables three

other families with cattle passed enroute to la sal in 187o18701877

daughters of utah pioneers grand memories salt
laketakedake city 1972 p 80

2 tanner oabmoab p 20270

S

1877

9 po 8 0

stanner2tanner M

i-n 1877
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indn 1878188 several cattlemen came and stayed on poverty piatplatflatfiatblat
eight miles above presentdaypresent moabday some more came from san

juantua county in 1879018901870 another sign of settlement were two

irrigation ditches which were dug in 1879189 most of the

earlier settlement however was in the upper portions of

the valley

the area received official recognition as a peti-

tion was sent and granted for a post office in 1879189 it was

located in the upper valley and designated plainsfieldoplalnsfleldo it
moved in 1880 to the lower valley where most people were now

residing and changed in name to moab there are two theo-

ries concerning the origin of the name for moab little
accepted Is the corruption of the term meaning

mosquito which was long used by the indians for the gen-

eral area most accepted Is that a committee decided on a
2biblicalbibRib namelical moab the rationale was that moab was

analogous to the biblical moab in being he far country

and a land of flattoppedflat mountainsomountainsmountainshmountatopped theinso comparison is
understandable in view of the towns environmental setting

mormon church

the majority of the early settlers in moab were mor

monsmons9monsa however the settlement did not involve the colonizing

mission call that was typical for towns of an earlier periodoperiods
many came in independently in search of new grazing and

tanner moab p 320020
2 ibid

n

offbapa

the

32
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farming lands however the church headquarters didnt ignore

the development of the area the late 180s1870s was a period of

an increasingly antagonistic federal government rival fac-

tions were seeking control of sparsely settled southeastern

utah A large number of miners had invaded southwestern col-

orado and cattlemen were ranging on the plateaus of the san

juanxuan country the indian presence also created a desire for
a buffer zone adjacent nonmormonnon influencesmormon bluff was to
be the major outpost but there was also concern over moabomoabmoaba

inih view of these concerns the leaders of the mormon

church looked over desirable areas for irrigation and settle-
ment spanish valley was found to be suitable and A G

wilson a former member of the mormon battalion and pioneer

of several towns was selected to begin a new settlement

there As the first presiding elder of moabkoab branch wilson

and a few families left for moabkoab arriving in march 1891879

the wilsonsvilsons soon moved about a mile south of the
fort they took up a farm centrally located so there
would be land to divide into lots for the settlers that
came later this was the policy set up by the mormon
church and followed by all pioneers the church sent
out to settle in a new territory 2

in the succeeding years many other families followed this
group to moab several families took up residence in 1880

with a visit from erastus snow of the church leadership from

salt lake citycityocilyo

A regular ward was created in 1881 with randolph

DUP grand memories p 140iwolwo

md

go

f

1dup
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Stewarstewartstewartt called to relocate to moab as its first bishopebishopo the

establishment of an LDS ward created an organizing influence

for the settlement this was in contrast to the wilder

frontier settlements to the east of moabokoabokaabo howeverHowe thisverp

ordering influence began the mormon gentile conflict that
was to continue during the towns history the influx of

mormons continued as fourteen wagons and a herd of cattle
came in the fall of 1881 from little salt creek juab county

many of these early settlers encouraged others to relocate
as they wrote to relatives of the good farm and ranch lands

thus most of the early settlers of moab were mormonscormonsMor

community

mons

layout

the land needed to be prepared and a town laid out as

groups began settling in the area farmlands were plowed and

irrigation ditches dug the materials for early housing con-

sisted of adobe bricks stone and logs early settlers
reported to the deseret news in april 1881 that there were

sixteen families in moab and that the valley would sustain
one hundred families when all the available land was in cul

tivationotiv theationo contingent from juab county almost doubled

the population by the end of the year after the community

became fully established the population projected by the

earliest settlers became a reality the first recorded cen-

sus for the area gave moabkoab a population of 333 ncl grand

county a total of 54151 people

tanner

1

and
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the townsite was laid off in the early 1880s and

had characteristics of the mormon farm village the mormon

farm village was the spatial expression of the communal cul-

ture of the mormonscormonsMor housesmons located in town were separ-

ated from the farming fieldsfieldse the gathering of homes into

the town provided security on the frontier cooperative works

equitable land distribution and social intercourse based

on common ideals
the streets and home lots were surveyed in a grid

pattern to the cardinal points of the compass the streets
were often wideowidcodideo individual towns varied one from another

as to details but the general layout was often similar in

pattern and purpose

the town of moab was first officially surveyed in
1884 pigofigo 6 it Is not definitely known when the townsitetownsl
was laid off but that it was sometime during 188118841881 the1884

town was five blocks square each block was 462 feet wideodideo

this meant 49 acres per block and about 102121.2 acres for each

of four lots on the block the streets were fairly wide at
ninetynineninety feetnine and were oriented toward the cardinal
points of the compass

each of these aspects of the community layout were in

accordance with the general pattern of the mormon farm vil-
lage however the naming of streets was not typical of the

normal mormonmoormon village the eastwesteast streetswest were given

lowryvowrydowryavowry nelsonnilsonneison the mormonnormonnornon village a pattern and
technique of land settlement salt lake city university of
utah press 1952 ppoapo 525352 53
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umeralnumeralameral names first through sixth this was not changed

until the 1940s when the standard utahn pattern of loonlooy loos

etcoetcecco was superimposed

the standard grid pattern was corrupted by the drain-
age pattern mill creek and irrigation ditches cut across

the grid and disrupted normal passage of the streets other

than these minor deviations the town of moab basicly foll-

owed the general pattern of the mormon farm village this
village pattern was the basis of the initial spatial layout

of moab

economyecon

the early economy of moab was a simple agrarian
economy common to much of utah at this timetimes ranching and

farming formed the economic basis for moab during this early
period and continued in dominance until the middlemiddie of the

twentieth centuryocentury however some other economic aspects had

impact on the early settlement mining had a temporary boom

in the later 1890s and transportation was a continuing con-

cern to this isolated community each of these topics will
be covered for the period up to 1900 following a survey of

early perception of the area

significant to the promotion of the area was the

establishment of the grand valley times in 1896018960 this news-

paper perceived southeastern utah as being rich in resourcesoresource
it continually pleaded for the state to develop the area

through such things as an irrigation canal for farming reg-

ulation of the colorado river for navigational use and

n

themiddle

so
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development of transportation for the mining areas and their
riches the open land resource was also cited as being

desired by the tired eastern city dweller advertisements

to this effect were continuous in the early issueso the

following statement Is typical of the paperpapert the advantages

of this part of the state for settlers and for fruit raising
and for mining should be set forth to the people w

the newspaper in 1897 also recorded the conception

of the town by a visitor
0 0 what they need Is first a water works system

that can be easily and cheaply constructed and that will
furnish pure water and an effective fire service sec-
ond they need a good road up the river to little castle
third a canning factory they need more clay less sand
more potatoes fewer peaches more cidereldereider and less pure
grape juice more cows and fewer horses more workers
and fewer box whifctlers more literary entertainments
and fewer dances

this early account indicated that many items were lacking

such as a culinary water system many of these secondary

items did not come until later

livestock ranching

As indicated earlier ranching was the initial
attraction of moab almost all of the early settlers brought

some cattle with them although the numbers were limited for
most grazing was mostly on the la sal mountains during the

summer and on the lower deserts and river bottoms during

the winterowinterkintero thus ranching activity was more removed from

1 grand valleyvailey times moab utah june 26 1896
p lo10

jtb2tb

for

01

whistlers

0valleytimes 26189626.1896

2ibidbibid 0
I1
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moab valley
duringdaring the 1880s two large cattle companies dom-

inated the ranching economy at its peakpedakpedar about a thousand

to fifteen hundred cattle a year went through spanish valley

to the railheadrallrali athead thompson from there they were shipped

to salt lake city this indicates that during the earliest
period there was a dominance of cattlecattletcattiecantlet 9 with sheep playing

an insignificant role
A nuisance to the cattle industry of the 1880s was

the rustling of local outlaws outlaws gathered in the blue

mountains near monticello at what became robbersrobbersRob roostbersberG
and raided cattle holdings throughout the region the men-

ace disbanded in the later 1890s as the source of cattle
supply dwindled many cattlemen had changed from cattle to

sheep in 189518961895

several

1896

factors were responcespon siblesibies foribleibie the changeover

from cattle to sheep among these were extended drought

low market price for cattle and rustling losseso during

189518961895 many1896 cattlemen moved their flocks to montana and

brought in sheep within a few years sheep vastly outnum-

bered cattle in 1896 over 150000 pounds of wool were

shipped out of thompson several sheepshearingsheep placesshearing were

established during this period by 1900 sheep numbers dom-

inated the ranching scene see table 5 by 1900 the number

of cattle had returned to its 1890 level and sheep had

become dominant

DUP grand memoriesMemmen ppeoriest 79790

1
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farming

farming became dominant in the immediate moab valley

with the arrivalarriva of the mormonscormonsMor themons earliest farming was

general subsistence farming such as wheat and other staplesostapletosta
however

pleso

some unusual crops were experimented with such as

sabarsugarsagarsubar cane and cotton the grand valleyvailey timestime s reported inan

1897 that the area was suitable for mulberry trees and silk
culture however no actual production was recorded

by 1900 some trends in crop specialization were

forming critical to the development of farming was having

a dependable and adequate water supplyosupply pack and mill creeks

were tapped with irrigation canals in their lower portions at
an early date the development of upper spanish valley was

limited as only pack creekcreakcrear flowed through it mill creek

flowed parallel to the valley but separated from it by a

high narrow divide the irregularity of flow was accen-

tuated by an extreme flood of the colorado river in 1884 that
inundated the lower valley other years such as during the

1890s the area might be stricken with drought the sea-

sonal variation was also great to help alleviate changes in
immediate water supply an irrigation company was formed

in 1892
0

by 1890 there were 56 farms with 6055 acressacresoacres of2

times june 18 1897 p 1

2 uksoulso department of commerce bureau of the census
census of agriculture 1890 P 2310231

l1

18 92

le

2usaus
011 N

1 8 21 1
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179870o1798700erocrops 968096870 to 180 2 inlin 1890 livestock
dominated the cash economy

during the next decade several aspects of the

farming economy brewgrewgrowbrow while other aspects remained stable

in 1900 there were 121 farms with a total of 15686 acres

38

this 1970 acres were considered improved of which 1139
acres were irrigated the irrigated acreage was mostly in
moab valley the focus of our concern the irrigated acreage

was subdivided into 411 acres for cereals and 381 acres for

alfalfa corn became the dominant crop at an early date as

363 acres were devoted to corn see table 9

fruit orchards had already appeared on the landscapelandscapeolandscaped

peach trees were most numerous at first see table 10o100looloy
with roughly 1000 irrigated acres moab valley was already

beginning to specialize in alfalfa corn and peaches how-

ever the value of return for livestock far overshadowed the

return for crops

of these 281 acres were irrigateirrigatedo the sector in

alfalfa had mushroomed to 4098 acres the grains were

still dominated by corn although corn acreage had declined

slightly and stabilized fruit orchards were growing rapidly

in acreage all types of fruit trees had grown tremendously

in numbers with a resulting increased diversity apples

and plums were now almost vallingrivallingri peaches for number of

bide

99

32817 do
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trees see table 9 by 1900 fruits and alfalfa were

assuming a greater role in the farming economy

mining

duringdaring this early period mining was not important

to the permanent economic base but created an emotional

climate for temporary economic boom fromprom its inception

the grand valley times promoted the myth of the mining

potential of precious metalsmetalsomehalso during the period 189619001896

mining

1900

news11 was a regular frontpagefront featurepage the early

editions had enthusiastic reports on gold mining possibi-
lities in the la sal mountainsMounta ininso 1896 the editor wrote

the recent finds of exceedingly rich float on the
la sal mountains is beginning to attract attention from
practical miners they have been quietly coming in
until at this time there are at least one hundred pros-
pectors at work in the mountains every practical
miner that has ever passed over the mountains has been
convinced that as rich lodes as wereware ever discovered
lay hidden in them some samples of quartz were
recently shown in this office holding gold nuggets as
large as grains of whetwheato these certainly come from
mineral bearing veins 1

As such reports increased in intensity miners were attracted
with their capital and substantial settlements resulted to

the east of moab at minersminer basin to the east of moab and

gold basin in the la sal mountainsomountainshMounta

advertising
inso

began in 1897 about the la sal mining

district and its gold copper silversliverallveraliver uranium and vanadium

this promotional scheme by the denver and rio grande railr-

oad lasted until 19000 continuingconinuing its promotionalpromotionalism ism the

times september 13 1897 lo10

9o

news

p 1 00.
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newspaper editor wrote in 18991899s

nothot only are the mountain peaks showing up their
minerals before the miners picks but the canyons that
runran through the mesas to the east are showing up rich
veins carrying copper gold and silversilverssliversilvera

As the newspaper continued its obvious bias towards the min

interest farmers began to complain about being slighted

in reply the editor wrote

0 0 0 the agricultural interests are limited and
can only thrive when it can come in direct contact with
other lines of industry modern rapid transportation
to carry the products of the fertile valleys to other
industrial centers cannot be expected because of that
product alone there must be something to add to it
the mineral resources are great they only need men
and capital to develop them 0 0 the building up of
the mining industry Is the building up of every other p
industry the establishment of every line of businessobusinessbus

there
inesso

Is some basis in this statement as needed capital for
regional development would have to come externally and for
something more valuable than farming cropsocropscropco howeverHb thewever

resource of precious metals was notriot adequate to match with

the excessive promotion of ito
As a last ditch promotional plea the timeslimeszimes came out

on august 3 1900 with headlines that read wanted 1000

prospectors in the la salsai mountains the accompanying

article stated no section of the west have ever presented

a better field for the prospector than the la sal mining
Q

district today but3 it was too late the mining boom had

already climaxed and was almost over the short and temterntemmtennten

times april 28 1899 P 1

2 times june 23 1899 p lo10
Q

times august 3 1900 p

40
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poraryhorary mining boom helped to bring in some desperately needed

capital from trade with miners but did little to add to the

permanent economic base for the continued growth of moab

transportation
moas isolation from other populated areas meant an

economic brake on its development until transportation
networks could be developed this situation was made even

worseoworsek fortunately the denver and riohloblobio grande railroad
traversed the northern portion of grand county not long

after moabtoab was initially settled the railroad was built
in this area from 1881 to 1883 partly by men from moabamoabomoab

this put moab only 35 miles from its railhead at thompson

this considerable lessened the freighting distance to mar-

ket for agricultural products and import of manufactured

boodsgoodsogoods the railroad also brought new business to the town

as many could migrate to the area easier some of those on

the construction crew of the railroad stayed to set up

residence in moab warm climate and expansive free public

lands were considered a drawing factor though they were

limited by insufficient water

another feature considered for transportation was

the loradocoloradoCb river primarily it was considered a barrier
needing to be crossed the first ferry began service in 1885

and continued until a bridge was built in 191101911 however

the enterprising editor of the grand valley times later
began to promote it as a natural highway for water trans-

portation

J

m-oab
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citing the cheap cost of water transportation the

potential usage of the river was promoted there14there Is from

250 to 300 miles of navigable river for steamboats as ply

on the upper ohio and missouri riversriverniversnivers stating that
southeastern utah had great riches that needed cheap trans-
port the editor implored for the state to develop the

water route and hence the region he claimed that little
work was necessary but not like on the eastern rivers to

make it navigable the fullfallfuli length of the utah segmentssegmentosegmentsebseg thismento

was repeatedly stated in earnest during the 189619001896 peribdoperltodeperlperi1900

today

todotodebodo

this seems hard to believe in view of the physical

barriers within the colorado river routeroutes

conclusion

the economy of early moab was primarily based on

agriculture ranching and farming with an emphasis on

ranchlngoranching A subsistence economy was the general pattern

however as 1900 approached some specialization was begin-

ning to be evident fruit production was increasing tre-
mendously due to the warmer climate found in this part of

the state alfalfa production and ranching continued as

important aspects of the economy although sheep became

dominant over cattle by 190001900 the isolation of the area
was alleviated by construction of the railroad through

northern grand county in 1883 thus allowing export of

agricultural products and importation of manufactured boodsgoodsogoods

times vembernovember 20 1896 po aP
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the mining boom of the late 1890s helped to bring in needed

capital and trade butbat did little for the permanent economic

base of moab thus moabs economy was based on subsistence

agriculture though some specialization was beginning to

emerge
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CHAPTER IV

ECONOMIC development

the agrarian economy of moab continued into the

twentieth century it wasnt until much later that mining

and service industries contributed greatly to the economic

base of moabmoabecoabe temporary additions periodically emerged in

the economy but agricultural endeavor was to remain the

focus of the economy until the 1950s when mining and then

tourism took overoavero

the earlier perception of the area was pastoral in

nature indicating the agrarian economy of the areaoarcao one

description of the area in the 1930s was made by al mi

rogers

vast areas of luxuriant grasses carpet the hillsides
and mesas great herds of fat sleek contented cattle
and sheep graze upon those almost limitless natural
pastures and bask in the cool umbrageous shade of pine
and aspen groves where the air Is filled with melody
of feathered songsters and redolent with the odor of
myriads of wild flowers and the balsamic breath of the
forests which gladden the heart and lull the spirit likeilke
the perfumes of incense from mystic oriental altersaiters and
bring health and happiness to all who breathe ito 1

however some realized the limitations of agriculture and

looked towards the future with a view of industrial potential
grand county has never been a thickly settled county

bbweverffbweverBb itwever will be extremely interesting to see what

tanner moab ppap 606 ao7o

44
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during moabkoab economic history several booms have

added at least temporarily to the economy six booms have

been cited as having significant importance

the firstirstarst boom came in the 1890s with reports of
gold in the la salsai mountains

worldlyworldls

might develop in the next generation after utah has
become largely industrialized grand county has a num-
ber of possibilities that might wellyellrellreilweli make her one of the
industrial centers of the state

cited as favorable resources for industrial development were

the colorado and green rivers for hydroelectric power and

the coal of the book cliffs however the area was too

isolated and sparsely settled for these resources to be

economically preferred in industrial locationlocati

the second was in
19101910eiglo moab was growing the biggest and best fruit in
the west e the third boom came in the 1920s when
oil created astir in the 1950s was the big
boom uranium 2

the fifth boom of the 1960s came with oilgasoil explorationgas

and discovery of the world s largest potash deposit the

last and current boom relies on tourism to surrounding

recreational and scenic areas most of these booms added

to the economy of moab thus broadening the functional base

of the town and increasing its ralson dtredletredare in an isolated
location thus the stability and growth of moab was made

possible by the adding of economic functions to the initial
agricultural economy

the growth of the economy has been reflected by the

cynthia taylor historyhistoryHl ofstory grand countycounty11 unpu-
blished term paper brigham young university library 1938
P 8

2
DUP grand memories ppe 0poo700poe
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growth of population see table 5 the la sal mining boom

of the late 1890s doubled the population of grand county

between 1890 and 1900 the orchard boom continued but mode-

rated the increase to 191001910 oil exploration of the 1920s had

TABLE 5

population OF GRAND CO AND MOABm0abq 1890197081890

ybaryaaryear

19708

1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970

63456.345693456345

eglfitgel

66886.688696886688
46824.68249682

information

moab

4979347934.793

taken

333

population
ainformation from

5

18901970189019001890
census

856

had

190o1970
of

853

little

grand

108410084

lasting

co

12741.274192741274

effect

541

on

11491.14919149

population

1959515951.595
aftwft

growth

18081.80819808180810808
615

M

as

1981318131.8131813

the

20702.070290702070

population

19031.903199031903

remained stable the total population even

declined between 1901940igo and 1950 in the county but not in
kaabobcoabokoabo hbweverhoweverHb thewever big uranium boom of the 1950s tripled
the population the population has since stabilized as

potash mining and tourism prevented a mass exodus following

the decline of the uranium boomoboomblomo

moabNO hasab followed the same pattern of population

change as most of the countycountytscountys inhabitantsts reside within

the city oab was incorporated as a town in 1902 and as a

third class city in 1925 the earliest period again had a

boomcontinued

18901970a

M

1970

4793
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doubling of the population 189019101890 and1910 had continued

steady growth until the uranium boom of the 1950s almost

quadrupled the population of the town the population has

stabilized since the decline of the uranium boom both the

initial and additive economic functions indicate impact on

the growth of moab

livestock ranching

ranching has continued as a basic function throughout

most of moas economic hi story sheep and cattle have been

the dominant animals although they varied in relative
importance to each other through time in the early part of

the twentieth century cattle numbers reached their peak see

table 6 though there were only half as many cattle as

sheep cattle were worth twice as much as sheep in value see

table 7oao70 by 1920 both groups had declined in animal num-

bers

during the 1920s the trend was towards more sheep and

less cattle but cattle were still twice as valuable after
peaking again in the 19308 sheep were more than reduced by

half in 1940 howeverhowever6weverH the value for sheep was still consid-

erably higher thanthat for cattle in succeeding years cattle
numbers stabilized while sheep numbers continued to plummet

today sheep ranching Is negllblenegliblenebneg

several
lible

factors help explain the decline in sheep

production one reason cited was not the traditional cattle
sheep feud but lack of sheepherders the major reason

DUP grand memories p 810

47
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TABLE 6

LIVESTOCK NUMBERS GRAND9 COcoal 189019701890 a1970

yearrearyear

1890

ca

1900

ttleatle

1910
1920
1925
1930
1935
1940
1945
1950
1955
1960
1965

49034.9034101903

1970
62466.246692466246

cattlecattie

6.45664566456
am

63456.34569345

sheep

am4m

6.6136613
23

36613.66139661

21549219549
63.94263942

28012.80120801

14.15014150
4766847.66847v66847668

a

1450314.503149503
195119.5119514

information

6959
1179956117956117.956

taken

94809.48099480
106476106.476106476

40164016wsol

from

49594.959499594959
113113859113.859

3.7013701

census

5.06050605060
5008150.081509081

9 29992.999299992999

of

5.02250225022
3086530.865309865

35693.569395693569

agriculture

36573.657396573657
10892109892

3.5123512395123512LL

189019701890

75037.503795037503
28202.820298202820

K

TABLE

1970

3.85038503850
22032.203292032203

1

7

1929712971.2971297

9tj

VALUE OF LIVESTOCK GRAND CO 189019701890

year

1970

1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
i960
1970

a
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11191.119110119lilg
274829748
39733.9733997338973
4.40344034403
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cool

8 .5959

a

M

a am

4809085480085480.085
586921586.9215869921586921
352855352.8553529855352855
199640199.640i9964099640i
6579014657014657.014

459213459.2134599213

information
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2519502519950
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1
1am aw4w
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4903
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96870
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however would be the poor economic situation of the period

As demand for wool dropped duringdaring the depression of the 1930s

sheep wool became a surplus itemitemoitelo with wool in oversupply

prices dropped and sheepherding became uneconomical though

sheep ranching has little importance today at its peak over

one million pounds of wool a year was produced from over

100000 sheep such production proved an important sector
of the economyoeconomyseconom

one

yo

other livestock concern that has been present is
the poultry industry grand county has consistently had sev-

eral thousand poultry throughout its history with production

mostly for eggs the poultry industry however is alow
value itemitems productionroductionreductionP forro meatduction reached a high point in the

1920s as the industry specialized in turkeys for holiday

seasonoseasons

the livestock industry formed an important part of

the early economy it continued to expand during the early

twentieth century most notably in sheep however as econ-

omic depression hit the nation wool prices dropped and the

sheep industry nosedivednose thedived reduction in sheep has been

accompanied by growth in other economic sectors until today

livestock ranching forms a small part of the economy how-

ever cattle still have value in the current economy and

dominate agricultural value

farming

during the earliest period farming was the most

important sector of the local economy of moab valley

farm
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6055
1568615.686159686

11391.13919139

6208962.089
2.81728172817

42656
6470

3056030.560
5986558655.86558651920192

3312833.128 274727472.74729747
1925

47.03847038 24432.4432t4432443
1930

139265139.265139265 3977437743.77438743774
1935

152.788152788152788
40574.05749057

1940

5441554.41554415
30453.04539045

1945

5649356.493
23902.39029390i960ig6oigho

1950

278.425278425

227729277
1965

1955

157485157.4851579485

agriculture

1970 164339164.339
W

decreased

a from

to

189019701890197001890
census

a

farms

197019700
of

low

56

irrigated

of

121

30560

172

acres

114

in

129

1925

157

rose

176

to

155leeiee

152.7881527881527881529788

91

acres

85

in

59

1945.1945

77

and

74

then

39

sank

information

to

taken

54.41554415 acres in 1950 the
agricultural depression of the 1920s was responsible for the

low acreages of the 1920s while world war II11 increased
demand for crops in the 1940s in recent years farmlands

have risen considerably to about 300000 acres the current

arrlagriarri culture

ao80

awqw
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ranching was more common in the more southern spanish valley

and outlying mesa landslandsolandbo the crops produced in the area had

some specialization although crop specialization changed

through time

the acreage in farms remained low though greatly

fluctuating until 1960 see table 8 total farmland

TABLE 8

NUMBER OF FARMS TOTAL ACRES AND IRRIGATED LANDlands
GRAND COUNTY wo197091890

yearybar

1970a

1890
1900
1910

8o

0

0265139
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trend has been to larger less intensive units
of the total farmland most of it Is used as grazing

lands irrigated fields form a small part of farmlands

irrigated acreage has fluctuated also by 1930 irrigated
lands had shrunk to half of the 1910190 figure however it was

reported that there was still more land classified as irri-
gated in 1930 than could be supplied with water after
rising in the 1940s it has currently sunk to all time lowslowsohowso

urbanization from rising population of moab was the chief

factor for the sudden drop of irrigated land in the 1950s

prime irrigated lands in moab valley were engulfed by the

sudden spread of the community

the number of farms has also fluctuated the number

fell considerably by the 1920s rose in the 1930s and has

since steadily declined the general trend for farming

enterprise has been towards fewer larger units which depend

considerably on large open range lands for grazing the

early emphasis on irrigated crops within moab valley has been

largely encroached upon by the expanding community of the

1950s the limited acreage in the valley has meant a decline

in irrigated cropcocropsocrops
several crop types have been of relative importance

in the farming economy cereal pasture and vegetable crops

have played a role in the traditional agricultural economy

as well as the more specialized fruit tree crops though

ubahutah state planning board grand county g ba sic da ttatea
of economic activities and

1

basic datadate
ppe 3403.40

irrl

lutah
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several varieties have proved lucrative the changeover of

crops has been high A comparison of crops through time

reveals the shifting emphasis of moneymakingmoney cropsmaking see

table 9 however the value of the crops Is not directly
proportional to the number of acres for the cropo

cereal crops have had a continuing role in the farm-

ing economy of moab however the principal crop has been

corn this Is in contrast to the other parts of utah where

barley and wheat have predominance ruohmuchruchnuchnueh of the corn Is

used for cattle feed grand county traditionally has led the

state in corn production the warm summer climate encouraged

the introduction of the crop in moab early days other

early important cereal crops were oats 1910 and wheat

1920 corn reached high points in 1930 and 1940 however

with wartime demands for wheat and other harder cereals
corn was replaced by wheat barley and oats in the 1940s

wheat was the principle crop of this period rising from

virtual nonexistencenon aexistence few years previous since this
period all cereal crops have been on the decline with the

ostwardpostwardossward demand lowered and production technologically

increased in better producing areas cereal production has

become uneconomical

hay has had importance as to land use fromprom a high

of 4000 acres in 1900 and then 3000 acres in 1925 acreage

was cutout in the next period this was probably again due to

nationwide agricultural depression the crop briefly recov-

ered somewhat but has been on the decline in recent years

moabs
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TABLE 9

ACRSSACRES IN SELECTED CROPS GRAND CO 18901970WOW1890WOwom

cropor

1970W

18900 1900p 1910 1920 1925

wheat 17 38 311 7
barley 22 73 16 19 2
oats 9 21 365 128 56
hay 453 24532.45329453 20342.03490342 30233.02339023 28592.85929859
cbrncarn 363 314 676 841 782
sugar beets 101
potatoes 13 48 53 41 27
vegetables 233
fruit trees

crop 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950

wheat 801 651
barley 20 10 157 79
oats 55 10 265 315
hay 28492.849298492849 1.6401640 2.2992299 14981.4981498 14901.4901490
corn 103619036 771 11641.164 778 651
sugar beets 57 35 28
potatoes 23 9 9 21
vegetables 13 124 192 145 39
pruitfruit trees 242 166 97 164 294

crop 1955 1960 1965 1970

wheat 331 146 40 112
barley 20 70
oats 49 74 6 14
hay 1.25012501250 10111.01119011loiiloilioli 1.4511451 1.42514251425corn 236 240 342 85
sugar beets
potatoes 5 9
vegetables 171 397 40
fruit trees 173 192 129 63

information taken from census of agriculture
189019701890197001890 197019700
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hay has chiefly been used for feed demands of livestock

other crops of varying significance have been garden

vegetables sugar beets and potatoes potatoes had some

significance during the early period but have been on the

decline ever since a high in 1910 sugar beets have been

erratic in importance A high of 101 acres was reported in
1925 although the number of acres was insignificant for
many years both previous and subsequent however during the

1940s the crop again appeared in moderate acreages garden

vegetables suddenly emerged as a significant high value

crop during world war II11 with 145 acres iriinlriirl 1945 however

this crop has also been on the decline since this periodperiods

specialization of vegetable crops has changed through timeo

some years strawberries were emphasized while other years

saw melons tomatoes or other varieties grown all of these
crops have had temporary significance as the agricultural
panacea of its dayoday

A specialized high value crop was found in fruit
trees A relatively good frostfreefrost periodfree warm summers

and good soil created an environment which grew large

quality fruit fruit crops were the dominating export cash

crop for the earliest days of moab acreagesacre reflectages the

dominance of orchardsoorehardsoorchardorchardson from an early peak in the 1910s

orchards declined to ninetysevenninety acresseven in 1939 but rose

again to almost 300 acres in 194901949 the depression accounts

for the drop in the 1930s1930sp and world war II11il demands account

for the riseribe in the 1940so1940s the current trend for orchard

ap earedP

so
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acreages has again been for declinesdecline As with other farming

lands orchards have been engulfed by the urban spread of

moab

the types of fruits raised have varied in emphasis

see table 10 first came peaches then apples were first
in number of trees during the early period however from

TABLE 10

NUMBER OPOF FRUIT TREES GRAND CO 1890

abM

q

2960

8 ip 2 78
go

no ft

1503

AWM

1960 26002.6002600 61 69826.98269982 15661.56619566 30 7

information taken from census ofagricultureagriculture
189019601890

their

1960

peak in 1925 apple trees almost disappeared from the

landscape by 1935 they later recovered somewhat to a

fairly stable few thousand trees peaches surpassed all
other fruits to a peak of almost 14000 trees in 195001950
pears have been another important fruit especially in the

earlier periodoperiods grapes also have been grown in abundance

with a peak of 80000 acres in 1930 it is interesting to

of

19609

year apple cherry peach pear plum apricot

1890 151 334 29602.9602960 10 30 73
1.9001900 7.6297629 576 89668.966899668966 217421742.17429174 68136.81369813 419
1910 78097.80979809 245 20802.080290802080 27372.737297372737 2.09720972097 328
1920 59625.96259962 10831.083190831083mae 44274.427494274427 300
1925 82788.2788278 50 1.5791579 9
1930 28782.878298782878 140140lwoiwo 235 97 38
1935 457 140 668 11541.15419154 139
1940 15031.503 178 10471.047 396 274 441
1945 16891.689196891689 313 63206.32069320 814 395 720
1950 37143.7143714 213 1397713.977139977 28722.8722987228872 229 394
1955 27032.7032003 40 83348.33489334 10781.07819078 40
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note that the diversified balance between fruits in 1910 gave

way to specialization in first apples 1925 then grapes

1930 and finally peaches 1950o195019500 three general periods in

fruit production can be recognizedrecognizedsrecognizerecognizers 1 diversified boom in

the early period 2 severe reduction during the depression

of the 1930s and 3 rise again with the demands of world

war II11

one reason cited for the decline of the 1930s con-

cerned the matter of distance to markets

this industry on a commercial scale has waned due to
the fact that the distance from the railroad makes co-
mpetition difficult and the valley is too small to raise
sufficient quantities to offset the disadvantages of dis-
tance to a shipping point As a result the orchards have
been allowed to die and the production is purely on a
local basis

hay has consistently led in value often accounting for

half or more of total production valueovaluevaldeo hay accounted for

twothirdstwo ofthirds total production at its peak in 1920 all
crops increased greatly from 1910 to 1920 but plummeted

following world war I1 especially as agricultural depression

hit the nation cereals only moderately declined the

decline continued to 1939 except in vegetables at the

tanner moab p 46

ona

allowedito

11o

ds

allowedIto

Daimprovedproved truck transportation and demands of the war reversed

this trend temporarily the current trend has been for
steady decline of fruit trees as land is sold for urban

land uses of moab

crop values indicate the real relative importance of

the sectors to the whole of the farming economy see table
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end of world war II11 in 1945 values were high especially in

vegetablesVeRe andtables cereals As postwar demands lowered crop

values loweredloweredoloperedo today crops form a small portion of the

economic income only hay and cereals are considered econ-

omically viable for the county although some fruit produc-

tion still remains in moab valleyovallebo

TABLE 11

CROP VALUES GRAND CO 1910 wobwo8

year cereal hay vegetable fruit total

1910 3296632996602966 62108 11189111189 16542 126042126.0421269042
1920 64212641212 2412152419215 21215219215 23623 3511943519194
1930 50462509462 60428600428 36103610 797507750 1252401259240
1940 25357259357 44079449079 18167189167 594565456 98336980336
1950 16291169291 65682 6005 25851259851 1834561839456
1960 21805210805w 315 38352389352 62047
1970 8510 11368119368 3425934925904259

information taken from census of agricultureAeriaerl
191019701910- 19700

culture
figures are in dollars

when comparing livestock and crop values for any

given period crops have always been vastly overshadowed by

livestockslivestockoliveliv thoughstockestocksestocko farming has had significance in the more

local economy livestock have always had more significance

as to value in the regional economyeconom livestockyo ranching

Is more extensive than farming and Is conducted on the

nearby mesa lands

taking all agricultural activities together some

general trends may be observed agriculture rose consid-

erably up to 1920 and even continued beyond for some items

5

unty

19101970a

mear
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but as the demand from world war I1 lowered overexpandedover

production

expanded

was hit by low prices with a resulting cutback

first in value then in production As depression hit all
sectors of the economy in the 1930s other items such as

wool were hard hit with eventual cutback in production

world war II11 raised demand for such things as hard grains and

vegetablesveRe Astables postwar demand lowered so did all agricul-

tural pursuits today agriculture forms only a small por-

tion of the local economyoeconomyseconom

miningminine

yo

though mining has had recurrent activity in grand

county it has not been of importance until only recentlyorecentlyrecent

interest

lyoiyo

in mining first arrived with the speculative boom

of the late 1890s in the la sal mountains some gold sil-
ver lead and copper was actually found and mined for per-

iods following this boom though only in small amounts

these minerals never had a widespread effect on the econ-

omy oil011oli gas and coal were sought and produced but were

not significant to moabsmoaba economy the big mining boom was

not to come to moab until uranium became supreme in the

1950so As this boom wore off potash became significant
many minerals have existed as resources though they were

not mined besides those already mentioned other minerals
present include manganese bentonite cobalt nickel gypsum

bidsonlteb1dsonite and potassium see table 12 for locations
As previously mentioned gold and silver were the

first to be considerconsideredoconsidered the speculative boom of the lateedo
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wilson kesaneesanessanesa gold
sego coal

tah state planning board
grand countzcounty basic data of economic
activities and resources1938ResourceresourcestResources p193 21210ay8y

still

9

produced commercially though only moderately the

period from 1903 to 1938 produced 43307433024330 worth of minerals

see table 13 of this 57304 was in gold with much

less in silver and copper the peak year was 1903 when

almost 24000 worth of minerals were produced most of

which was in goldogoldsold throughout the period gold led in

value with silver or copper next in importanceimport

copper

anceeanceo

and silver hit a peak in 191o19101917aiglo copper was

mined forty miles southeast of moab at big indian copper

mine but not significantly as it was a low grade ore and

difficult to extract it was further made uneconomical

by poor milling and distance from the railroadrallroado

autahaltah

59

1890s brought much needed capital with the miners who came to

the la sal mountains the boom was soon realized as being

more speculative than real as to resources and most miners

left however in the immediate period following gold was

TABLE 12

LOCATION OF MINERALS GRAND CO 1938a938a

location minerals

la sal copper
miners basin gold silver copper
little grand manganese
richardson uranium vanadium

1

21o1938st

4300
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3942399420942

5871

78667.86679866

total

5.90459045904

23b76239b762387620876

7433074.330749330

419041904

aautahaltah

954.954
1901907.1907igo1907

49204.92049920

utah

71057.105
1917

65856.58569585
am

state

1935

7
4495444

planning

total

board

gold

grand

20672

countzcounty ppap 2122212202122221 22

another

220

mineral worthy of mention Is vanadium vana-

dium was mined fortyfiveforty milesfive southeast of moab at dry

valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo the mining district crosses the utahcoloradoutah bouncolorado

daryodary the distance factor made production marginal also a

rich discovery in 1921 in south america lowered the price

however the use of vanadium for making steel raised during

world war II11 pewfew minerals wereweare produced commercially during

this early perlodoperiodoperiods

organic mineralsmineKine

though

ralsrais

it did not have permanent importance oil and

gas induced the second mineral boom during the 1920s oil
gas exploration began in 1900 and became intensified by the

1920s most of this activity was in northern grand county

and so had little direct effect on the economy of moab oil
drilling had the most impact on northern communities such as

60

TABLE 13

VALUE OPOF MINERAL production
GRAND COUNTY 1903193519039 SELECTED1935 YEARS

year

1903

3866
751

1080010.800100800

copper

a

105
M W

we 4

co
10

954
32043.204392043204

50965.09650965906
57304573057004

silver
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thompson and ciscociscoisco most of these wells however proved

dry those with oil were small as there are no known

anticlines or domes in which large quantities of oil or gas

might be expected to collect 0 however a well on big six7sizsiksixa
2

dome twelve miles south of moab came as a gusher it
spewed 1000 barrels a day but was found to be difficult totodtoo

control and pump as the casing was too weakweakobeako all of these

explorations though proving unsuccessful did add tempo-

rarily to the economy due to the employment of drilling
crewsscrewscreiss

another organic mineral of temporary significance
was coal this industry centered in the book cliffs of

northern grand countygountybounty sego was a coal camp north of

thompsonothompsononThomp volumesono was apparently enough to warrant a rail-
way spur to be built from thompson of segoosegosebolegoo the railroadralit
was

oad

especially interested in the product to use in their
steam engines however the boom was shortlivedshort aslived trains
switched from coal to diesaldiebal and production increased

elsewhere

in may 1928 sego was the busiest coal camp in utah
due to the high grade of the product and the great demand
for it a 150man150 crewman was working the mine at capacity
producing 1500 tons of coal each day a nineteen
years later in 1971947 the sego coal mine closed3closed

though

33

this product also had little direct impact on moabkoabM

it
oab

did provide coal for local consumption a labor outlet

taylor grand county 80

2
DUP grand memories po 86

bid

1

closed3

2dup p

3ibidst p154p15

C
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and a source of revenuerevenueorevenued

lifrantifrantutanut umurnurmumman

the all time mining boom for moabkoab came with rich
discoveries of uranium in the 1950s1950so overnight the economy

shifted from an agricultural emphasis to a mining emphasiso

this panacea provided a sudden growth period for moab and

subsequent decline if the boom could not be sustained
uranium had been known to be present from earliest

settlement however its usage was limited until recently
and hence economically unjustifiable

during the early 1900s the only use for uranium was
for its radium content when a rich strike of
pitcheblendepitche oreblende was discovered in the belgian congo
the miners in this area went out of business z

early production had been from the blue goose mine at the

head of spanish valley and foot of brumley hill this
started in 1910 or 1900 however the market for uranium

dropped with world war discoveries elsewhere put it
out of business entirely except for the vanadium content

of the ore uranium activity remained dormant until world

war II11

the development of atomic energy during world war

II11 sparked renewed interest in the mineral the atomic
energy commission started extensive exploration in the late
1940s and announced a guaranteed price in 1950 As the

area was known to contain some uranium deposits further

tanner

62
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prospecting was sparked by the guaranteed price in 1953

charles steen a texas geologist struck it big with a claim

estimated at 150 million other claims within a tenmileten

radius

mile

totaled another 150 million most of these claims

were about 20 miles southeast of moabnoab at the head of spanish

valley and within san juan county charles steenssteelssteeds kividamlKI

uranium mine was the focus of mining activityoactivity steens
uranium reduction company built a ten million dollar mill

four miles northwest of moab in 195519561955195601955 1956o1956 this plant was

later sold in 1962 to atlas minerals corporation several

other large claims were viable in production but the

lesser finds proved uncompetitive for developmentdevelopments

the sudden surge of wealth was more than evident
as national magazines publicized the wealth of these new

mining ownerso twenty millionaires were established almost

overnight this meant an average of one millionaire per

250 people in contrast to the nationwide average of one to
every 12000 population hence the nickname the hi chest
town in the USA 11 however some of this wealth was based

on the value of the claim rather than what was actually
being produced As the uranium capital of the world

ninetyfive per cent of the nationsnation uranium was mined in

the moab area howeverbweverhoweverbaeverH one complication for taxing pur-

poses for building up moabnoab was that the mining areas lay

across the san juan county border and hence not part of

elizabeth pope the richest town in the usaoUSA

richest

1

9dballdcall sPragazine

ninety five

vida

asao
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the assessed valuation of moab still such a rich conce-
ntration accounted for the suddensadden establishment of wealthwealths

though a few really struck it rich moab did not have

the overall appearance of a wealthy community the growth of

the community was too sudden for the public and commercial

improvements which accompany community development

a very wide and new looking main street with a
smattering of twostorytwo buildingsstory and many gas stations
motels and trailer camps and you see dust blow-
ing in red waves off the unpaved side streets 0 0

one out of every three families lives in a trailer
another twenty per cent live in miserable tar paper and
scraplumberscrap shackslumber at last count some 300 families
were doing without running water or sewage facilities

the sudden quadrupling of population in three years from

1200 in 1953 to about 4600 in 1956 meant a sudden over-

burdening of public facilities suddenly plans were laid
for a new hospital new schools improved airport public

park and pool wider highway and expanded sewer and water

system in the meantime most people existed on inadequate

facilities
the uranium boom could not be perpetuated at lengtholengthlengthy

the uranium boom lost its momentum after five years econ
2

omicamic chaos was anticipated by many moab residents how-

ever just as decline threatened the towstowns growth and

stability other mining activities stepped in to fill the

gapo first came serious oilgasoil explorationsgas tt
0 0 at

one time thirteen seismograph crews each employed thirty

p 990
2

DUP grand memories 0o

0

iibidat ps 99

P 709
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to forty men using moab as headquartersoheadquarter

this provided employment for those in moab and

brought in an even larger working force to haul away the

large shipments of potash the denver and rio grande railroad
built a spur from crescent junction to the mine in 19620

fullpullfuli production soon followed

the output of the mine lowered as mining problems

arose

for several years after its completion the plan and
its employees prosperedpros thenperedo in november 1969 texas
gulf sulphur reported that their net income for the
first nine months of 1969 was 46702435 compared with
53835262 for the nine months of 1968 down consider-

ably the decision was made to convert from conve-
ntional to solution mining A larbelarge number of employees
were laid off or transferred3

1vs1sl

bide p 92

bido

01 thisthithlzhi provided

a temporary fillinginfilling inln of the slackening of the uranium boomoblomo

however the crews again found little in actual oil resources

the big industry to emerge was in potash

potash

As early as 1926 tests by the united states govern i

ment indicated that grand county would be important in the
2search for potash n it was not until posturaniumpost timesuranium

that the nations largest potash deposit was found along the

colorado river just southwest of coabemoabeffbabo it covers an area

twenty by four miles texas gulfalfguifguifgulfulfG sulphur began construction
of a fortyfiveforty millionfive dollar mining and milling plant in
19610

s

inthe

s

1968down

transferred

1

3

ebidoibido
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the newer solution process was predicted as more economical

for efficient production production Is expected to continue

with a moderate work force for some time some mines have

been found elsewhereelsewheres but this huge deposit should remain

competitive current uses of potash are in soaps glass-

ware pharmaceuticals clothing materials and fertilizerofertilizersferti
the

lizero
largest usage Is for fertilizerfertlllzero

miningmaning though found in all periods of moasmoabskoas historyhisto
had

ryt

little lasting impact on the economy until the 1950so

before this temporary speculative booms created momentary

rises in the economy butbat nothing of real value was found

first came gold silver and copper from the la sal mountains

in the 1890s then came oil and gas explorations in the

1920s but the real boom came in the 1950s with the mad rush

for uranium overnight the town quadrupled much to the dis-
may of public officials who had to cope with the increasing

demands on overloaded public facilities As uraniumurani beganulmLim

to slacken decline threatened the townbuttown potashbut was found

in abundance and thus a new source of employment and incomesincomeoincome

As the town stabilized it was ready for the last added

function of recreationtourismrecreation servicesoservicesservitourism

service

ceso

industries
the service and business provisions of the early

town were meager due to the low population base and lack of

luxury income services and goods were limited to local
needs the largest demand for services came in the post

B

potashwaspotashwas
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uranium period as recreatlontourlsrnrecreationiitourtsm grew from popular

visitations to the area before covering this
preparatory material will be presented on the employment

patterns of moab in the twentieth century

employment patterns

the pattern of employment reflects the economic boomsboomboog

of the perlodoperiodoperiodsper thelodoiodo total number of employees numbered in the
goos until the 1950s when it suddenly rose to over two thou

sand see table 14 agriculture remained dominant until thetitstite

TABLE 14

employmentenploymentPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY GRAND CO 1930 l970a1970a

industrydustryaustryin 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970

agriculture 264 141 154 8 ger
biningkining 101 74 80 977 657
construction 16 60 52 83 158
manufacturing 6 65 74
transtranso cbmmcbmmocimmo utuloutlloutilo 41 118 29 227 161igi
financebusiness 23 105 88
personal service 27 20 33 80 186
wholesale trade 6 32 39
retail trade 25 46 391 503
professional serv 41 44 54 135 254public adminadrnlnadain 14 41 46 54 87
total 667 619 642 2309 232129321

informationa takeninformation from census of populatlonipopulation
1930197001930

1950s

1970o

when previously secondplacesecond miningplace took overovere

throughout the period agriculture declined in manpower

due to increasing mechanization mining has also declined

since its high in the 1950s during the uranium boomboonboome its

67
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earlier activity emphasized coal manufacturing except for
handicrafts has been nonexistentnon untilexistent only recently and

Is still only minimalpainimalv transportation was first served by

a railroad employment emphasis in the 1930s but now trucks

serve as the chief transport employer retail trade and

personal services have been the current trendtrond forfocfo moabamoabsrdfoab

growths

s

this Is due to the current rise in recreation
tourism

ap

for the areaoarcao

recreationtourismrecreation
the

tourism

creation of canyonlandsCanyon n&tlonaln6ltlonallands park in 1964

and an increase in visits to arches national monument created
a demand for services by the passing touristtou Asristeristo affluence
and leisure time of the american populace increased pre

viouslyvinously untouched areas were invaded in the form of the tour-

ists
moab Is one of the recognized playgrounds of america

the surrounding area offers rock huntinghunti hikingnggngsnbs mou-
ntain climbing exploring fishing hunting photography
many manmademan sportsmade facilities jeeping water skiing
boating and sightseesightseeing

visitation to these isolated areas was enhanced by improve-

ments in accessibility
an example of increasing visitationvisitationif if arches nihtniatdiat

lonaltonallonai monument this geological wonder increased from

59000 visits in 1959 to 143900 visits in 1965 this
increase has continued even moreemorcemoreonoree such popularity was an

VUDUP grand memories ppo 131730

2 planning and research associates master plan of
grand countecounty utahutahs including moab andspanish vaileyvalley
P 13

andletsure increasedpre

W a

count t and Spanishspan1qhva11q2 196811
po 130

painimaiemalvmale

ingo
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inducement to elevate the monument to national park status
in 197101971 pisopigofigopigo 66oao60

tourismtouris potential was recognized as early as the

1930s but lay dormant until accessibility and facilities
were improved the future economy of moab was linked early

to the natural scenery

to get a panoramic picture of the city of moab
tucked away in the shadow of towering cliffs surrounded
on all sides by tortuous sheer walled canyons leading
to the deeply entrenched meanderings of the colorado
river requires even the pessimistic to predict that the
future of moab and southeastern utah will be insepar-
ably linked with the beauty of this exquisite desert
garden of wondersowon 1derso

the areas most affected were in retailing and service

industries the development of these activities will be

traced to show their part in the economyeconom

retail
yo

trade had modest beginnings the first store
was opened in 188218821 and by the 1930s only several general

merchandising and grocery stores existed As a number of

stores were added by the 1930s sales volume decreased thus

discouraging further expansionexpanslono the depression took its
toll in this sector alsoalsooaisoalloo hardest hit were general stores
and filling stations following world war II11 however the
economy improved with the uranium boom of the 19508

retail trade increased spectacularly the greatest growth

in the number of establishments came in the period 195-

1958 see table 15 it took awhile for the retail indus-

try to catch up with the growth of the uranium boom

tanner moab p 60670
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wholesale trade also increased during this periodperiods

service industries increased fantastically from

virtually nothing in 1948198o1980 service industries continued to

swell until they equalledequal retailled establishments in 196319630

service activities were a natural outlet for unemployed

residents following the decline of the uranium exploration

the only drawback was that personal income was to decrease

lately consolidation of business establishments has occurred

due to previous overexpansion in certain sectors

TABLE 15

BUSINESS establishments GRAND9 CO 1948 1967a1967s

business 1948 1954195 1958 1963 1967

retail 28 38 70 85 85
wholesale 3 9 11 18 6
service 2 30 57 85 62

information from census of business 1981967194819671948198

construction

1967

peaked during two periods correspond-

ing with mining booms 1951956195419561951954 uranium1956 and 19611963

potash this activity was the source of manpower in the

switch to service activities but the shift in employ-

ment was from high wage construction construction to low

wage servicesservi howevercesecesooese the growth in services Is balan-

cing its share of the economy due to the current growth in

this activity
As headquarters for such areas as arches national

park canyonlandsCanyon natMatnationallands ionallonallonai park dead horse state parkfarkbark

1967

1961- 1963
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wilson mesa rim castle valley and la sal mountains moab

didtdidnt realize its service function until the 1960s1960so As

part of the canyonlandsCanyon USAlands 11 the grandsangrand juansan county

area Is currently being promoted by tourist bureaus

enjoy the cleaner air the modern accomodatlonsaccomodationsaccommodations the
brighter days and the improved or wilderness camping
areas 0 0 the contrast between desert floor sheer
rock canyons and loftysnowcappedlofty peakssnowcapped Is remarkable
its as if nature compressedcompres intosd this one corner of
utah all she had to offeroffers

at both state and local levels tourism has been promoted as

a policy this policy has capitalized on the aesthetic
potential of local physical phenomena by advertising their
scenic grandeur the development of scenic potential has had

a great impact on the economy of moab

the utah department of development services has
2surveyed the amount of tourism in the area in 197119721971

2.929
1972

million was spent in grand county by the outofstateout

traveller
of

2.222
state

per cent of the state total while the in-

state tourist spent 2.424 million 3.535 per cent the in-
state tourist also had a higher proportion of the state total
as to number of overnight visits to moab though actual num-

bers showed the reverse the instatein touriststate numbered about

165500165500 to represent 3.434 per cent of the total while the

outofstateoutort goflof travellerof numberedstate about 224300 to represent

207 per cent of the state total the outofstateout travellerof

canyonlandsCanyon

state

USAlands tourist bureau pamphletopamphlett
2utah state department of development services

utah motor vehicle travel 197119721971197201971 197219720

29

24 35

34
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Is not only more numerous but spends more money per capita

in passing throughothrou

in

gho

relation to other settlements in utah moab ranks

well as to its percentage of the state total of overnight

staysostaysstaiso with about three per cent of all overnight stays in

utah moab Is only exceeded by salt lake city provo and

saint georgeogeorge this Is most notably so for the instatein

touristotouristytou

state
forristo the outofstateout travellerof somestate additional

settlements lead in the number of overnight stays more

than half of the overnight visitors to moab stayed in motels

howeverRo awever sizeable proportion of outofstateout travellerstravof

stayed

ellersstate
with friends and relatives 24 per cent with a com-

parable amount of camping by instatein touristsstate 28 per cent

overall moab is more preferred by the instatein touriststate than

by the outofstateout travellerof Asstate a result moab is a leader

in overnight stays by the instatein touriststate in relation to

other settlements in utahutahoitaho
the peak season for tourism is during the summer as

for all of utah however moab had a higher proportion of

the state total during the springtime the fall season was

next in importance with the wintertime last in visitation
and money spent the milder climate during the spring and

fall make this an attractive time of the year to visit the

area in relative comfort the drawing power of arches

national park was indicated by about 351600 visits by in-
state tourists during the period to represent 7.272 per cent

of the state total over half of these were during the
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simmer although a higher proportion of the state total was

had during the fallo though the summer has the most tourism

in relation to the rest of the state mloabmtoab Is more favorable

during the off season

the continuing increase in tourist numbers has

resulted in an increase in the demand for services by the

passing and lodging traveller tourist As a result services
are increasing as the current growth sector of moab economy

and Is expected to continue for some time

conclusion

the early part of the twentieth century continued

the dominance of agricultural pursuits in the economyoeconomyseconom tem-

porary

yo

speculative rises came with the periodic mining booms

of the 1890s in precious metals in the la sal mountains and

of the 1920s in organic fuels in northern grand countyo how-

ever these explorations and actual production efforts added

little to the lasting economic growth of the town the

resources available proved less than the speculative optimism

of the booms had supposed concurrantlyconcurrently agriculture had a

boom in orchard fruits in the 1910s the fruit was high

quality and high value however distance from market made

the crop less profitable than was at first hoped for As

this activity declined the depression of the 1930s hit all
sectors of the economy with a resulting economic downturnodownturnsdown

world

turno
war II11 brought added hopes as the general

economy brightenedobrighte farmnedo crops were again in demand but

travel lerier touritourt st
moabs

provald
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the brightest item was in the announced need for uranium

during the early 1950s th town mushroomed from the surge of

exploration for uranlumouraniumuran thelumo prospecting turned up profitable

as claims proved valuable construction and consumer ser-

vices accompanied the sudden growthgrowths As the uranium boom

settled down oilgasoil explorationgas and later potash took averoovero

shortly following touristrecreationaltourist servicerecreational needs created

a new important portion of moabsmoaba economic functions the

current trend has revealed how the addition of functions has

staved off mass emigration from the town but it Is still
unclear whether the present economic base can be sustainedsustainedosustaisustal nedo

the
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CHAPTER V

PRESENT ECONOMY OF MOAB

the town of moab has had the fortune to add economic

functions for growth and stabilization in contrast to most

mormon agricultural villages of utah moab has not declined

in the last twenty years but rather has had phenomenal

growth this growth has been due to the circumstance of

finding rich mineral bodies most notably uranium and potash

uranium first attracted the growth and then potash sustained

it again in contrast to most mining boom towns moab pre-

vented decline by the development of service industries
related to recreation and tourism

the determination of the key to moab future

stabilization growth or decline can be helped found by

analyzing the current economyoeconomyeconomyseconom theyo present balance between

the sectors of the economy can be studied by the various

functions of moabmoaba economic base related to the economic

base is the application of the economy to the land A con-

cluding discussion on the spatial relations of the community

with other towns nodality hinterland and flows is another

indicator of future trends of the townotowntogno

economicbfeonomicedonomicEdo basenomienomic

the occupational pattern of the town has become more

76

moabs

moabs
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igo16o160igl moab was below average in agriculture and especially

in manufacturing while above average in transportatlontransportation
communication utilities and especially mining personalrsonalrhonalpe

services were also notably low compared to the norm the
change between 1960 and 1970 was toward averages with above

bureau of economic and business research giandgjpandgtand
county

0

an economic profile college of business university
of utah 1966 p 3

77

evenly distributed and stabilized in recent years however

compared to most other towns the economic base is more depen-

dent on fluctuating mining and service industries than on

the more stable manufacturing and agriculturalrelated indu-
stries the current economic base can be determined from the

standpoint of employees and value added to reveal these

present patterns

the last twenty years has been a period of tremendous

growth for moab

since 195219529 moab which is the county seat has
changed greatly in population and activity because of the
following developments

the discovery of a quarterbillionquarter dollarbillion value
uranium deposit

20 the discovery of 150 million value potash depo-
sits

3 the production of on locationglocatlonlocations outdoor filming
of motion pictures

4 anaftannamt increase in tourism to the canyonlandscanyolandsCanyonCany
5

olandslands
the working of coal and oil fields 1

this growth is preparatory to an understanding of the current

situationosituationesituationssitu
the

ationo
employment pattern for 1970igo190 and previousDr yearsevious

differs from cities of comparable size in utah see table
16

agricultural related

1
utanlumdeposito

pos2 de

transportatgortat ionlon

po ats3ts

triese
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106106log 6.06060go
55

18561.85619856
3.232

704747.4pow

144
34843.484304843484

8.282
130813813.8

392
10351.035transcomutiltrans util

22222.22202222
4.141

wholeretailwhole
com

63
55475.54759547

personalretail
3.737307

21.12112101
serv

51
18071.80710807

public 2.828
702727.2

admin
198

221629216
prof 11e211211.2

8.888
services

1.7661766

47234.723497234723

total

utah

18818.81808

moabkoabhuab citiesoltles

25.12725127

i960ig6oigho 1970

a information taken from census of population
19601970196019701960

the

1970

regular census doesntdoest reveal the wide fluc-
tuation of some of the industries over the yearsoyearspearso

lwiw

94gw

3732

wlwi

sanlaw 16081.6081608 604646.4gow64gw

78

areas losing and below average areas gaining however this
moderation between categories was sometimes only slight min-

ing employment remained disproportionately large personal

services fell considerably in employment though the cate-

gories strove towards balance mining still dominated the

economy

TABLE 16

MOAB VS UTAH CITIES OPOF 250010000250029500 population10000
employment 1960 1070a

industry

agricabricabrie tiiilltil turetare
mining
construction
manufacturing

24 1.414194lew
796

12731.273192731273
43.9439

5.151
56 302002
53 300

164 9.494904gowgew
250 1402
175 1000

42 204
161 9.292902

1756

moab 1970

domi natedbated

agriculture

023 2

mew

statis-
tics for grand county reveal some interesting variations
from year to year see table 17 there Is also some dis-
parity from the decennial figures there was an emphasis in

439

92

32
82

28

51

74

211
72
88
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TABLE I1

employment GRAND COUNTY 19481971194819731948 19711973

industry

a

mining
construction
manufacturing

commcom util
wholesale trade
retail trade
finance
services
total

industry

mining
construction
manufacturing
transcomutiltrans util
wholesale

com
trade

retail trade
finance
services
total 1

industry

1948

42

78

3 6

11
162

1962

345
537

151
32

368
35

169
689.689

1968

1951

32
8

113

30

11
205

1964

46476
81
13

176
54

293
37

151
13051.3051305

1969

11851.18519185

1953

1970

13511.35119351

52

1956

1971

13461.3461934610346

12
266

1959

mining

194
415

807

18
12

862

135

657

45

511

278

construction

23

176

116

65

10961.09619096logg

135

1966

64

610

manufacturing

43

77

27

24

139

chaacxaa

35

ubilutilubii

288
34

169

127

57

47
315

1965

462
41
13

169
43

227
31

192

57

47
1024

1967

573
38

160160igo
24

252
40

223

170 161 16 151
wholesale trade go20 27
retail trade 300 36 348 370
finance 35 33 35 34
services 266 344 312 368
total 18991.899198991.98991899 19401.9401094009401 17491.7491749 155819558

informationa takeninformation from countycountz busbusinessinelne patternss a pat terns
194819711948 selected1971 years

17

cons trucrue t i on wommom

me am4m am4m ow aw4w dm dw aw4w

trans 11 12
M am

16
mom am an mom

am am am

10689

do a moomdoom 177
trans com i

mu 11

689

gsg
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transportationcommunicationutilitiestransportation utilitiesatilities untilcommunication the mid 1950s1950so a

mining construction retail trade and services suddenly

achieved more importance during the height of the uranium

boomboomsboome most fluctuating was construction as it declined

rose with the potash boom and been erratic ever sinceesinceosince
most dominant IS mining as it grew to sizeable numbers in

the late 1960s cut which has again declined in recent yearsopearso

however it still remains the number one employer in grand

countyocountycCoun retailingtyotyc and services have generally mirrored the

pattern in mining and construction with highs in 19620 how-

ever these areas have currently been increasing independent

of the other functionsofunctlonsofunction the current tourist boom has been

the cause of this trend in retailing and servicesoservieesoserviservieservio appar-

ently
esoceso

the 1970 figures were a temporary low as recorded lnin

the decennial census of population
the value of the sectors of the economy reveal

another view of the economic base of moabomoaba the last com-

prehensive tally of personal income was compiled in 1962

this was during the potash boom and so Is distorted as to

construction activity however it does reveal some other
patterns see table 18 disregarding the temporary boom in
construction mining has an unusually high amount of incomesincomeoincome

contrary to the early economy of oabmoabM and many other rural
communities in utah farming forms a negllblenegliblenebneg portionlible of the
economyeconom manufacturingyo also has little value in this areaoarea0areah

retailing and transportation brings in considerable income

but service income is relatively low for this periodoperiods

employeringrand

censusesus

so

periodo
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coecoa

111lii ties

alsonralson

faf1naneenance ins urance e tc
transport commucommuncomma utilities 124820192470820
services

6.868608
4706434709643 206262.6

government 60211402

mureaubureau

59

of

0020102

economic

23623.64322445493229445

and

34o3o0300ooo000040340construction
to

business

0030036042060420
6228052612280052

6

research

8068061579251057902575790257lowholesaleretail
manufacturing

grand

lol1011101iolildi2059162059916finance
trade

countycount

insurance

an

etc

economic profile college of business university
of utah 1966 ppepre 340503435035005034

agriculture the early ralson dtreatre for moab Is

no longer important to moabsmoats economy urbanization has

largely eliminated the more high value crops of moab valleyvaileyValvai
some

leyo

isolated remnants of agriculture still remain in the

valley but only on a small scaleoscalco livestock ranching still
has some significance on outlying mesa lands and is pre-

sently

p

overwhelmingly

l

dominant

e

in the countyscounty agricultural
sector see table 19

TABLE 18

PERSONAL INCOME BY INDUSTRY GRAND CO 1962a

agriculture 34960
mining

acreages and numbers of farms hasha9hahas

continued

9

to decrease in recent years however as the

number of farmers in the business has declined values have

increased with a soaring of value per farm this growth

Is due to increases in livestock valuevaluet as crop values have

declined today crop agriculture Is mostly in alfalfa and

grains used for livestock purposesopurposespurpo theseso trend Is towards

01

1962a

i-ndustry

wholesale retailretali

1t1409259

abureauB ureau

r-aison deedle tre

236

68
26

pre
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fewer more productive livestock ranching unitsounitsoeunitsonunit

TABLE

sorsoe

19

MARKET VALUE OF agriculture GRAND9 CO 1964 1969a

1964 1969

total value 5345565349556504556
average

3789195
per 51115.1115911159farm

69226699226
111illili130613t706

3089643089964
total

acen3asa

crop

qfgrlcjlltcensus

value

I1of

39650399650

pt

total

46

livestock

81

value

mining

494406

though clearly dominating the economy has

been declining in employment in recent yearsoyearspearso uranium pro-

duction has in the recent past been severely curtailed by

federal stretch out programsoprogramsproeprogramso atlas mineral corpora-

tion which once hired 225 employees only had 100 employees

by 196801968 muchnuchkuch of the physical plant Is now dated as to

efficiency however a high level of production Is expected

as uranium needs increase the potash that Is mined Is of

high grade and in a huge deposit however as production

increased elsewhere the price lowered to only onehalfone ofhalf
that received when productionprodun begantion oil and gas explora-

tions brought little in actual production as the 16000 foot

depth was not currently economical and this activity has

been on the decline since 1959

despite the decrease in mining employment however

planning research associates masterkaster plan po 6

46 lp 819dazojazo ap1p

am4m

1 01

iplanning p
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its value has been greatgreatogreate besides an almost five million

dollar payroll for 1961967 mining industries together added a

value of 216 million to the economy for that yearoyearbearo while

mining values increased the number of units engaged in the

activity decreased see table 20o200 the smaller uneconomical

units had dropped out of business in mining the trend was

also towards fewer large more efficient operationsooperation

TABLE 20

NUMBER OF establishments AND VALUE BY INDUSTRY
GRAND COUNTY 1963196981963

industry

19698

establishments employees value

agriculture 39
mining 36
manufacturing 4
wholesale trade 6

retail trade 80
services 62

68 5345565349556
700 21600000

1000001009000
29 2927890002278000

280 9598000099598000
119 l573i000

information taken from census of agriculture 1970
census of business 1967 census of manufactures 1967
and census of mineral industries 196319630

activities with little value include manufacturing

and wholesaling in 1967 manufacturing had a value added

of only 100000 while wholesaling had receipts of 2002032.323
million both of these activities had declined during the

previous five yearsopearso

retail trade has continued to play an important role

in the post uranium economyseconomyoeconom inyo 1967 moab had 71 estab-

lishments with 267 employees and 9 million in receipts

2106

20

21 6ooooo600000
kanufkhnufact uringaring am am

1963o

so

lishments

23
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though the number of employees in this category has fluc-
tuated the value has generally increased by kinds of bus-

iness there was a concentration of gas stations and eating
places in 1961967 indicating the importance of the passing

tourist trade howeverHb thesewever establishments as in almost

all other categories were fewer in 1967 than in 1963 retail
trade is also stabilizing to fewer more prosperous estab-

lishments
most of the current boom in the service industries

is not evident in the dated 1961967 statistics in that year

moabnoab had 54 establishments in services with 199 employees

and ti4 million in receipts noteismotels represented a major

portion of this activity again over previous years there
were fewer establishments but more incomesincomeo

the trend for all business enterprises in moabnoab and

grand county is towards fewer more profitable establish-
ments during the uranium and potash booms many sectors
were overbuilt and overspeculateoverspeculatedo in the postboompost perlodoperiodoperiodsboom

the smaller more marginal concerns realized their uneconomic

abilities and soon found themselves out of business how-

ever total profits did not decline and the more efficient
establishments which remained absorbed the surplus gain

after the business consolidated to form a more stabilizedstabilizad
economy a better foundation was prepared for the current

boom in the touristrelatedtourist servicerelated industries grand county

atosttos department of commerce bilreaubildeauBilbli ofreau the census
census of businessyBusibusl 13671967121131nessinessy vi

lishmentse

1us ffareaulof
business

lishmentsements

do

1.414



www.manaraa.com

traneran sport

85

has a more stabilized economy than during the booms of the

1950s and early 1960s however it still Is not as balanced

as most other communities there Is still heavy dependence

on the mining industriesoindustries
the still relatively unbalanced economy Is reflected

in the mostmoatnoatnost current employment pattern for 1971 seetee table
21 out of 1538 employeesemploy miningoes had almost onethirdone ofthird

TABLE 21

employment BY INDUSTRY GRAND CO 1971197

ihdustryindustry

a

employees

mining 511
oilgasoil011olioii 117gas

construction 64
manufacturingnufacturing 24
transport communcomman utllltles 151
wholesale trade 27
retail trade 370

automotive 85
eating 114liw
gasoline 49

finance insurance etc 34
services 368

hotels 112
total 155819558

3208328
40141wolwoi
15105
9.797
17107ioplep

23723.72397

20222

no

230623623.6230.6

ow

mountycountya businesscountzcounty patternsB utahsiness 1971 po 26

the employeesoemployee this Is considerably above the fifteen per

cent given by harris as the criterion of a functional mining

town in the wilted statesostatesstateson manufacturing1 was low while

transportatloncommunicatlon publipubllcpublicbubli utilitiesc were haghohighohigh

chaunoychauncylchauncy 0 harris A motionalfunctionalFL classification of
cities in the united states geographical review XXXIIXXXI
09421949 880

ka
comm un ut 111iiiill t I1 e s

8
11

as

vw

aftgft

1 171

transportatiportali on icommuni oaticati on

geosraph oalcaloai
880

so

Geosraph 1

97

236

see

hes
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retail trade was a major employed while service industries
had grown to a sizeable portion of the economyseconomyoeconom bothyo auto

motivegasmotive stationgas and eating place categories were important

to retail trade due to the passing tourist economy motels

led in the function of the service industries
the present economy of moab Is duallstlcdualistledua itlistle revolves

around both mining and retailserviceretail activitiesservice the

retailserviceretail functionservice employs more than the mining indus-

try comprising almost half of the total working forceoforceforced

together they account for about eighty per cent of all
employees the current economic base consists of a mining

and retailserviceretail dominanceodominservice

population

anceo

characteristics
populationpulationepulation growth paralleled the growth of the econ-

omic basebasee population grew tremendously during the uranium

period and has since tapered off in growth and stabilized
the current 1970 population of moab Is officially listed
as 4793 with a growth of 204 over the previous decade

this Is a relatively low growth rate for the lastlasz decade

Hbhoweverh6weverwever elsewhere in the census of population figures of

over 5000 were listed for total population moab repre-

sents seventytwoseventyventy pertwo cent of grand countycountys populaceopopulacepopula

the

ceo

portion of the county residing within the citvcita of

moab was increasing until only recently see table 22o220

US department of commerce bureau of the census
census of population 1970 volo I1 characteristicscharacterischaracterscharaeCharac ticsteris of the
populationp012ulation pt 46t utah

POpulation

1

se

L
46
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howeverleoTioieo thiswever current trend Is confused by the increase of

population outside the city limits but still within the

functional communltyocommunityo the moab census division which

includes this ruralurbanrural fringeurban listed 6272622 people for
1970 this represents virtually all of the population ofop

grand county the increase for this division was 4.646 per

cent over the previous decade much of the countycountyscountes growth

came from the northern section especially around elgin
green river where federal missile operations have been con-

structed while this area has increased moab has stabili-

zed with a resulting stabilization of its portion of the

whole countyo

TABLE 22

population distribution
MOAB VS GRAND CO q 193019701930

year

1970

1930
1940
1950
1960
1970

46824.682496824682

information

47934.793407934793
6t345

taken

gra

6688

from

1

census

2

of

1

population

6

moabkoab

6

853

grandnd

10841.08419084

cooco

127419274
2t070

813.813

it903
52452.45204070
664660466466.4903.903
738345.345
71.7717688.688

19301900190o197001970

the relatively recent growth of moab and accompany-

ing fluctuations Is mirrored by the migratory nature of the

population between 1950 and 1960 most of the sudden

increase was obviously due to inmigrationinrnlgratlonmigrationimmigrationin rather than

of grand co

4700470

a

19813

a information
1930

struc tedtedotede

countys

o

345
688

524
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natural increaseoincreased the 1960 census revealed only thirtyeightthirty
per

eight

cent of grand county as being born in utah also
another fortythreeforty perthree cent of the countycounty8countylb residents had

not been there prior to 19580 the transient nature of the

population continued during the posturaniumpost boomuranium these

ratios were still rather evident by 1970919700 only fortythreeforty
per

three
cent were in the state of birth while thirtytwothirty pertwo

cent had located in the county since 1965 these propor-

tions will probably shrink with timeotimco

the origin of these immigrants were mostly from

nearby areas of those resident in 1960 about twenty per

cent were in the same house as in 1955 while a similar
amount came from within the countyo of the remainder some

came from within the state while almost forty per cent came

from outside the state see table 23 the number that were

TABLE 23

RESIDENCE FIVE YEARS PREVIOUS TO CENSUS
MOAB 1960 1970a197

residence

aa0a

same house
different house in the US

same county
different county

same state
different state

information taken from census of population
1960 1970

1960

106610066logg
4.0714071

20272.0272902720222027
12751.27519275

3162

2.7962796
12801.28019280

839
1.88218821882

19571.95719957
459weawra

1970

114231.4231423g 423
7

8lb



www.manaraa.com
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residence was often in trailers until more permanent dwell-

ings could be built of the 6345 living in grand county

in 1960 only 1000 of these were in the same home as before

1953 when the uranium fever struckostruck almost three times

this amount had established last residence during the two

years of 195919600195919601959 196o1960o sudden housing construction was very

dominant during this period when demand suddenly increased

due to new residents
the population profile of the county has alsoaiso dras-

tically changed during the recent boomsboomsoboomho in the 1940s and

early 1950s the population was older in composition with

a low ratio of younger childrenchilchii bydrenedreno 1960 the profile became

more normal as many moved into the arcaoareaoarea lt

I1 000

89

in the same house in 1970 had increased considerably as the

area stabilized following the growth periods of uranium and

potash however the high mobility of the population was

still evident most of the changes of residence were within

the county while those from outside the county were propo-
rtionately more from out of state these same trends hold

true also for the city of moab

the highest rate for occupance of 1960 residents
occurred in 195919601959196001959 19601960o another peak period was in 1957

this reflects the lag in permanent constructionconstruct

alsodras

0 A large
proportion of the newcomers during the uranium boom were

young families with many young children the largest

planning research associates master plan p4p 40

tiona tely

ooo

pa
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increase came in the under ivefivelve group with significant
growth in the 5145 25342514 andsindaind34 354435 age44 groups 0 this sup-

ports the contention that most newcomers were young families

with young childrenchil
bybv

dreno

1970 the dominance of very young children had

disappeared see table 24 however the 5145 category14 was

now dominant in the population profile the young adults

also thinned out during the decade to give a more even dis-

tribution among age groupings the middle age grouping was

now more significant

TABLE 24

population PROFILE MOABkoab9 1960 & 1970a

age group

under 5
5145
1524

14

253425
354435

34

455445
44

556455
54

657465
64

over
74

75

Q

information taken from census

1960

775
970
788
739
595
432
226
103

54

1970

496
12831.28319283

743
634
619
481
341
136

70

of population 19601970

all of these aspects of the population character
reveal the great changes that came concurrent with the min-

ing booms an older small community was transformed over-

night into a small city teaming with younger transient
inhabitants 0

f

1970a

ainformation

tribution



www.manaraa.com

iololoo

gog606gol

70700 04 1.010100
6.0606o
4.848
1.919logleg
8.585

51151510

25825.82508
1
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land useue
the current use of land in moab valley is chiefly

urban in character but of the 1846 total acres within oabmoab

city there Is more land classed as undeveloped than as

developed see table 25 however most of the undeveloped

land Is considered unsuitable for urbanization within the

TABLE 25

LAND USE MOABmoabtmoaba 196819681a

land use

manufacturing
wholesale trade
retail trade
services
institutions
public
residential
street

of total

0.404
004

of developedofneloped

0.909069

planning research associates master plan popa 12

city are still some farming lands of the urban land uses

residential and street uses are dominantdominants residential land
usage represents over half of the developed land while

streets represent another quarter developed land comprises

thirtyninethirty pernine cent of the total while undeveloped land

occupies fortysixforty persix cent of the total

M

kanufacturingturingac

38 7

65

344

7136

23

33

158
455

48

258

uses

29108
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street map of moab
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land

a
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much of spanish valley Is vacant see table 26 of

almost 9000 acres in moabspanishmoab spanish valley almost 7000 acres

are classed as vacant about seventysevenseventy perseven cent the

chief land usage Is agricultural about ten per cent o0 most

of the agricultural lands are in grazing or alfalfa produc-

tion however within the more immediate moab valley some

orchards do still exist
TABLE 26

LAND USE

of total

agricultural 90100
commercialretailcommercial 15001500retail
commercialservices 3009
commercialwholesale 1302
public 700700poo
residentialresidentiallow 206220602206.22062

medium 49.4494
riversstreamsRivers 365Streams 0 4
mountains 3050030500
vacant 68846987804
parkspariesparlesparrs 12509
total 8989705889705

10110.11061lolloiioliosilobl
0020122
004
ool001ooi
ool001ooi
2.323203
00606

401wolwoi
301

7737703
104

planning and research associates master plan p 13013100loo

moab valley itself has more varied land usage

after the rapid growth of the 1950s much of the agricul-

tural land was either converted into urban uses or abandonedoabandonedabando

the

nedo

pasture lands on the western side of the city are used

for grass crops and pasturageopastur someageo of these areas on the
west side of the valley have been abandoned or only moderately

maintained as competing urban uses were more profitable the

commercial services
commercial wholesale

36504

04

aplanning

e

low
494

23
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most extreme western lands adjacent to the river are not used

as the water table Is high with resulting poor drainageodrainagedrainagesdrain someageo

other pasture lands and field crops still exist on the south-

east end of the valley especially between pack and mill

creeks these lands are better maintained and productive

some orchards still occupy the land although not all
appear to be productive As in the case of all agricultural
land orchards occur in patches to the west and southeast of

town orchards once were especially common to the west of

jowuitowui but lately have been especially vulnerable to the bull
zoner of expanding residential tractsetracts currently total
agricultural lands occupy about one square mile of the 50655655.65

square miles in moab valley this represents about eithteeneighteeneith
per

teen

cent of the total land in moabkoab valley see table 27

TABLE 27

LAND USE MOAB VALLEY l973a

land uieuse

residentialresidentialoldresidentialresidentialnew
residentialtraileridentialresidentialidentical
commercial

trailertraller
public

01515.15

industrial

.2020020

total

l6la16

developed
006

agriculture
1201.201020

undeveloped
1001.0011000looleboo

total
3.45345045

sq

5065

miles

.1919

.4545e45

of total

3
8
3
4
3
1

21

18
61

of developed

16
38
13
17
13

5

wn field survey of current land use

town

1973a

res Ident iallallai

o6

so

aown

old
new 45

15
20
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the urban community of moab shows some interesting
patternsopatternspattern total developed urban land occupies about 1.0101020

square miles or twentyonetwenty perone cent of the valley the

original plat for the mormon farm villagetillage contains most of

the older housing of the town pre 1950o older residential
land use occupies 19 square miles or about three per cent

of the valley this central area is composed of older

poorly maintained residences there is a high mixture of

contrasting residence styles and land uses within this areaoarcao

amidst the hodge podge are patches of commercial enterprises

trailersallersaliersailerstr and vacant plots all interspersed through the areaoareaarcao

there is little order or uniformity in this central section
of the community part of the reason for the isolated patches

of commercial development is that the main road once went

through the eastern portion of the town As the main road

was diverted these commercial establishments remainedoremainedremairemal

when

nedo

the town suddenly grew in population two phen-

omena occurredoccurredo the immediate and somewhat temporary action
was a tremendous surge in trailer occupanceooccupancco As a result
the town was interspersed with trailers many of these grad-

ually disappeared as more substantial housing was erectedoerectederect
however

edo

some sizeable trailer parks were also created due to

this circumstance the trailer parks still exist although
many of them are now half vacant trailer parks occupy 15

square miles or three per cent of the valley the poorly

maintained trailer sites are in the center of town while

the better trailer sites are on the towstowns western and

or

so

occurrederedo



www.manaraa.com

townestownts

97

northwestern margins large trailers are common in the

newer better parksobarkso

the other more permanent phenomenon to occur was

the construction of newer more substantial middleclassmiddle

housing

class

in tracts surrounding the older town newer residen-

tial areas occupy 04545 square miles or eight per cent of the

valley three tracts are most notable they are to the east

southwest and northwest sides of the town some of the new-

est housing did not come until the 1960s following the pot-

ash boom this boom was more stabilizing and permanent in

its effect on the residence patternthanpatter wasnthan the uranium

fever of the 1950s these peripheral tracts consist of

modern well maintained attractive homes the appearance

of more wealth is concentrated in these housing areas this
gives the town the appearance of a city
where the central portion is older poorer uglier and

decaying while the surrounding newer bedroom tracts have

the appearance of having the tows greatest incomeoincomeincomes

the commercial district is another unique case the

original central business district can be located with a

focus on center street and main street however as most of

the town growth came late during a mobile age the CBD is
extremely small and almost nonexistentnon forexistent the town size
with sudden expansion of the town in the 1950s strip comme-

rcial development resulted along the major highwayohighwayshigh

the

wayo

newer establishments are most notable on the

newer highway which extends south of towntowne on this southern

doughnut shaped

towns
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extension of the commercial zone are located new larger
motel complexes and the major grocery markets and clothing

store the location of motels is geared towards the passing

tourist trade while the retail concerns are located where

land values are lower and land parcels are bigger for larger

outlets the distance from the original CBD is no problem

as the newer more moneyed consumer Is mobile and resides on

the communityscommunity fringes anywaysanywayo this strip commercial devel-

opment Is projected to continue southeastward along the high-

way total commercial land use occupies 20 square miles or

four per cent of the valleyvalleyovaileyvallebo
the industrial sector of the economy has little

expression on the local land use of moabmoab valley industry

occupies only .0606 square miles or one per cent of the valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo

there are a few isolated patches along the south side of the

town the only major plant is the atlas minerals corporation

which processes uranium ore to the northwest of town across

the colorado rivero other major units which contribute to

the economy are more distant such as the potash plant west

of moab on the colorado

in summary the land use of moab valley is varied
though the physical site constricts the usable portion of

the valley much land has been used indiscriminatelyoindiscriminatelyindiscriminate thelyoiyo

older center of the town is rundown with much variety of land

use and vacant spaces the fringing newer housing tracts
appear to be better maintained and have more uniformity in

land useuscouseo another problem is the high proportion of trailer

four

ts
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residence which in some areas adds to the varied appearanceoappearanceappearancesappear

there

anceo

Is a mixture of agricultural lands with urban uses

some fields have been abandoned and allowed to revert to

unmaintained pastures A few have become cluttered with junk

and abandoned autos the commercial development Is mostly

strip development along the major highway the CBDODD Is very

small for the town size and Is poorly defined in general

the community development has been dispersed and unorganized

which Is not unusual for sudden boomtowns

regionalreglregireel relationsonalonai

moab serves as a nodal center for this area due to

its isolation from other competing centers of population

however its hinterland appears severely limited as to sub-

ordinate size towns except for the smallest villagesovilla
another

geso

relevant topic to regional relations are the flows

between towns for these purposes a questionnaire survey

was taken to residents of moab and surrounding communities

see appendix

the nodality of moabkoab is selfassuredself asassured other towns

are distant montlcellomonticello Is fiftyfourfifty roadfour miles to the

south green river Is fiftyonefifty roadone miles to the northwest

and grand junction Is 115 road miles to the northeast
within these distances lie only small villages of less than
one hundred population such villages include la sal to the

southeast castleton to the east and thompson and cisco to

the northodortho
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though moab is much larger than such surrounding

towns as green river and monticello and blanding moab

doesnt have the commercial outlets that other towns have in

the general region hence the towns of green river mont-

icello and blanding are included in the hinterlands of such

other centers as price cortez and grand junction this was

found as residents were questioned in outlying areasoareasareano

the survey was taken to blanding monticello la sal
thompson and green riverseeriverleeRi tableversee 28 blanding was found

TABLE 28

SURVEY OF SHOPPING IN MOABkoab 197331973

town

a

moab
la sal
thompson
green river
monticello
blanding

totalresponse

82
6
4

12
8

11

grocery

4
2
0
0
0

clothing
furniture

48
3
1
1
0
0

heavy
equipment

50
3
2
0
0
0

takenaken from personal questionnaire survey

to be its own center of providing basic goods and services
most trips were to monticello only twentytwotwenty milestwo distant
more specialized items were obtained in salt lake with some

trading for intermediate goods in cortez the same was found

for monticello with most frequent trips reversing to bland

ingo there also appeared to be more trade connections with

salt lake and cortez than there was in blandingBlanbiandingo

greenrlver

a



www.manaraa.com

hinterland of moab

101

utah colorado

orgenorven itivor grand junctionjunktionlennJunkbenn

cisco

tion

thompsonthompsob

fa

moab

la salsolsai

hinterland of moab
t4onticello

10

figefigs 10loo100
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la sal was found to be more directly tied into moabs

tributary area most trips were to moab averaging more than

once a week for the most basic itemsftemsfiems such as groceriesgroceriesobrocegroce

however

rieso
even here some bought the more specialized itemspitems

such as machinery and furniture elsewhere such as in grand

junction thompson on the opposite side of moabkoab was also
found to be more directly tied into moabsmoabtsmoads trading areaareaoarcao

trips to moab average once a week with most groceriesbrogro andcerlesceries
machinery bought there however the preference for cloth-
ing and furniture was for either grand junction or mail

order otherwise moab seemed the destination of most busi-

ness dealings
green river was found to be more in the hinterland

of price than of moab although the visits to moab were as

frequent as to price the different reasons for trips
explain this paradox while most groceries are bought

locally in green river most clothing furniture and machin-

ery is bought in priceprices however moab was cited as a center

of medical service this is largely due to the larger
more modern hospital located there other reasons for
visiting were for church work green river is part of the

moab stake of the LDS church and entertainment geared to
moab tourist tradeothadeo so green river is basicly within the

trading hinterland of price though it has other connections

with moaboffoabomoaba

A survey of these surrounding communities shows that
mfoasffoabs hinterland may extend some distance but not far

inthe

moabs trade
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enough to include other centers of populationpopulations thompson and

la sal were found to be the only villages to be within moab

hinterland A survey of moab own residents revealed some

of the reasons for the lack of trade with moabomoaba

many of moab residents shop locally in moabonoabmoabmoaba gro-

cery shopping is good for its needs with several moderately

sized supermarkets however some respondents felt that
prices were significantly cheaper in grand junction to warrant

the distance

furniture and clothing are sore spots in moabs econ-

omy only half of moab residents buy locally for these items

roughly thirty per cent buy them in grand junction while

another twenty per cent buy them in salt ake city common

complaints cited were lack of selection and high prices in
moab retail storesostoresstorebo many particularly mentioned that when

they go to either of the other towns they buy clothing at
jocJC penneypenneyesPenn whicheyes moab lacks some of those classed as

shopping locally did so through mail order of which sears

and montgomery wards have catalog stores in moabmoabomoaba

apparently several efforts have been attempted by

the town citizenry to induce more retail clothiersclo includ-

ing

thiers
penneypenneyspennsy to locate in moab but to no avail As a result

many of those who shop in moab do so because of convenience

but prefer the selection and prices of goods elsewhere most

notably grand junction and salt lake cityocityccilyo

within the town there was variable response accord-

ing to income level the younger more recent residents of

moabs

m10abs

lake

mbabts

sevel draidral

towns
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of the more moneyed newer housing tracts were more willing

to travel elsewhere for goods most notably to grand junction

this group Is more mobile and desirous of bigger selection of

goodsogoodsboods the older poorer residential areas have a less mobile

population and are more satisfied with the local selection
some of the respondents stated that they realized the differe-

nce in price and selection but that they felt the money

whouldshould be spent where it was earned local community pride

is responsible for such attitudes but a sizeable number

shop out of town for furniture and clothing with some others

who shop locally expressed dissatisfaction with the local
prices and selection of goodso

heavy equipment fares better for the local marketomarketmanketo

contrary to the normal heirarchyheir ofarchy more specialized goods

being bought further away in larger trade centers more of

moabsdabs residents bought heavy equipment locally than for
furniture and clothing heavy equipment such as cars mac-

hinery and major appliancesapplappi wereiameslames bought in moab by sixty per

cent of its residents roughly twenty per cent buy them in

salt lake city while another ten per cent procure them in
grand junction for the heavier items salt ake was pre-

ferred over grand junction which is more normal in the

heirarchyheir ofarchy heavy equipment residents of moab seemed to

feel better about availibilityavailability and prices of local cars and

machinery one reason is that the problems of transporting

the heavy items over long distance are alleviated by obtainobtainft ft

ff



www.manaraa.com

105

ing the items locally
generally moab serves as a nodal center for its own

residents butbat to the dissatistactlondissatistactiondissatisfaction of many A fair pro-

portion of its residents do their shopping elsewhere espe-
cially for clothing surrounding communities with the excep-

tion of la sal and thompson generally go elsewhere for their
businessobusinessbus

the

inesso

flows between towns reflect both tourist and

shopping movements past traffic studies include the flows

not only of residents but of all those passing through the

areaoarcao uso highway 160igo which goes through moab has consid-

erably traffic even thoushthough it is not an interstate routeorouterouted

traffic has increased most since 1950 see table 29 much

of this is due to the increasing tourist trade however the

1967 figures were below previous years

TABLE 29

TRAFFIC VOLUMES USuasa9 160igo 1937W a51

location 1937 1945 1950 1960 1965 1961967

crescent juncojunejuncejuneo 97 160igo 469 12001200 12451024519245 1185
arches nat pk 95 140 47444 1125 175017501.75019750 148094801

south moab 0 134 585 16001.60019600 2400 15551.55519555
north moab 13101.31019310 37003.700397003700 417549175 3650306500650

planning and research associates master plan p 14

the flows for residents of moab are mostly in north-

erly directionsodirectionsdirection the most traffic is towards grand junction
on the average residents of moab make almost seven trips

thou th

2 9

1609 19371967meu1967

ur19

moab 70
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pe
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per year to grand junction besides shopping other cited
reasons were for medical reasons such as the orthodontist

the other most travelled route was to salt lake city with an

average of four trips per yearoyearbearo common reasons were for
shopping visiting and other business the shorter distance

to grand junction makes it a more frequently travelled route

than to more distant salt lake cityocilyo

conclusion

the present economy of moab consists of several

functions the economic base is heavily reliant on mining

and retailserviceretailretali industriesoservice mining emerged in the 1950s

to give the town its sudden growthygrowthogrowth service industries came

later and prevented economic decline however relative to
many other towns of comparable size moab is still economi-

cally undernourished as to some of themore stable activities
the sudden growth of the town brought rapid changes

in the population characteristics suddenly an establishedanestablishedunestablished

older resident populace was overwhelmed by a younger higher

income transient population the population structure
however is somewhat returning to normalonormalnormajo

land use is14 moab valley is very chaotic and unorg-

anized blight plagues the inner town with accompanying

mixed land usesousesumeso attractive residential areas surround the

older core but are in turn surrounded by another disorgan-

ized ruralurbanrural fringeurban commercial development lines the

highway and agricultural lands have been reduced in the

valleyovallebo

morefrequently

serv iceleeiee

3.3
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the regional relations indicate that moab is a local
nodal center butbat has a small hinterland as to surrounding

towns even residents of moab preferred to buybay some articles
elsewhere common destinations for business were grand

junction and salt lake cityocitycilyo

all of these aspects of the present economy and

characteristics of moab indicate the impact that the mining

booms of the last twenty years have had on it some sectors
of the economy were slow to catch up the present town is

still in the throes of readjustment often this readjustment

is slow as different sectors attempt to balance out to the

norm however it is projected that mining and tourist
services will continue to play an important role in the local
economy of moab

107
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CHAPTER VI

FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR MOAB

moabnoabN inoab contrast to the typical mormon agricultural
village of utah has grown in the last twenty years as to

size and economic function moabsmoats origin was as an agri-

cultural village in the last part of the nineteenth centuryo

the regional economy was dominated by livestock ranching

but crop farming was the main activity of moab valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo the

watered alluvial soils and warmer climate of the small phy-
sical site encouraged some crops that were able to grow bet-

ter than in some other parts of utah corn and fruits were

among these crops and provided a stable agricultural econ-

omy for the valley however distance from markets created
a limitation on sizeable cash production the potential of

agricultural growth was blocked while yet in its early days

by both small physical site and isolation from markets

nevertheless agriculture remained the chief economic func-

tion of the valley long into the twentieth century

mining was only speculative and temporary in moadsmoabsmbabs

earlier days but became the new focus of the economy as

uranium brought spectacular growth in the 1950s1950so suddenly

the town was lifted from its pastoral solitude to a new

world of industrious growth the growth was eveeven too sud

108
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den for a new community lifestyle to develop it wasnt
until the economy subsided that the transient trailer com-

munity began to take on more aspects of a settled normal

communitycommunityo As the uranium boom subsided other sectors of

the economy had a chance to catch up to more normal propor-

tions As economic stagnation and decline threatened the

communitys existence a new activity was found in potashopotasso

As potash production strengthened the already existing min-

ing economy the towns stability was maintained at least
temporarily mining has continued as the chief economic

function since the 1950so

the future of moab cannot be definitely ascertained
aside from mining the resource base of the region Is lim-

ited the area Is too arid for largescalelarge agriculturalscale
development only mining can exist on the presently known

resource base As a result moabamoabs economic base Is unbal-

anced in favor of mining even retail activity for the

resident population Is inadequate this Is evidenced by the

high rate of shopping in external communities unless some

more economic balance can be achieved at least in the needs

of the resident population the longrangelong effectiverange via-
bility of the town Is questionable

the current panacea in the expected continued

growth of moabkoab Is the tourist trade the 1970s have wit-

nessed new demands by the passing tourist suddenly newer

higher quality motels restaurants and other facilities are

being constructed to provide for these needs it Isto hoped
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by local optimists that this will help balance out the econ

as activities take off in a new service oriented directionsdirectlonodirectionodirect
howeverHb

lonoiono

itwever might not be the expected cureallcure asall tourist
industries can tend to be speculative rather than a stable
growth functionunction

though tourism will most likely continue to increase

it could have serious temporary setbacks As a luxury sector

of the economy a sudden nationwide or local economic dow-

nturn could send it to an equally sudden death another draw-

back to speculative growth in tourism Is that it can be ove-
rbuilt this has already been in the economic experience of

moabkoab in both the 1930s and 1960s as the number of establish-
ments declined due to peviousrevious overexpansion the same exper-

ience could happen again tourism may provide temporary

growth but as for long range stable growth it may not be

a cureallcure forall moabsmoas economy e

the economy of moab Is expected to remain with a

dominance in mining this activity provides the basic

economic function of the community while most other employ-

ment Is non basicbasic11baslebasie to provide for the service retail and

other needs of the resident population farming Is vir-
tually extinct in the valley howeverflofiollo therewever Is another

smaller core of service industries that form a secondary

basic tourist trade the current basic economies are

expected tb continue for at least the immediate future
demands for the minerals produced are expected to

remain around current levelsleveis thus the mining sector of the

f

nonbasic
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economy Is likely to remain stable however ititoitt is possible

that rich finds elsewhere or slackening of demand could send

mioabmirab economy rallingspirallingspi but the more likely problem to

attack moab economy is a change of mining technology As

methods of production become more efficienteffieefficeffle aientolentolents reduction of

mining employment can be expected in the event of such a

likelihood the effect on moabmbaba economy and stability will
be negativenegativeenegatived unless other functions can increase to fill in
the gap decline will most likely resultresultsresuit the town has

already experienced a decline relative to other communities

of the region this is based on an unbalanced sectoral econ-

omy and only minimal growth in the decade between 1960 and

197001900

unless touristrelatedtourist servicerelated industries can con-

tinue to increase over the lonslongions rangesrange the economy of moab

will most likely remain at little more than the present

level if not lesseless thus the town would maintain a status
quotypequo stabilitytype but have little in the way of vitalizing
growth with a resulting relative decline in comparison to

other towns of the westwestewesta the current resource base has

little more to offer either the current rise in tourism

must be capitalized on in a sustained manner or the town

will not have a very promising futureofutures
inih spite of an uncertain future for moab there are

several bright spots in its current situation though moab

is isolated from larger centers of population it is sit-
uated well relative to some scenicrecreationalscenic sitesrecreational in

nebanegativee

xioabta

mioabtb

mbabs
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southeastern utah As the largest community in the area

and being adjacent to such notable features as arches and

canyonlandsCanyon nationallands parks moab Is a likely center for tour-

ist industries to concentrate thus moab can expect some

stability from this sector for at least the immediate future

abwhbw long it can be sustained Is questionablequostienableo the long

range viability of moab Is largely dependent on the variable

factor of local tourism

the economy of moabmoab has been fortunate in capital-
izing on recent resource finds to the resulting growth of its
economy the only problem is finding and sustaining new

functions to maintain the towns future stability past

fortune however was good in the growth and many resulting

facilities and services that it brought to this isolated out-

post in southeastern utah the town now has some attractive
residential sections and public facilities that might

otherwise have gone elsewhere the only concern is mai-
ntaining an increasing level of these items mining will
probably assure at least a basis for fairly stable economic

activity thus major desertationdeser oftation the town is unfore-

seen the towns continued existence seems assuredoassuredass theuredo

only question is to what level of stability and growth

that moab can maintainomaintainsmain attaino any rate moab is today more

viable than as a past agricultural village and is expected

to continue to play an important role in the economy of

southeastern utahoufcahoitaho
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APPENDIX

questionnaire

the following questlonairequestionairequestionnairequestion wasairealre administered orally
to a sample of moabs households and surrounding commu-

nities minorkinormtnormynor variations of this questlonairequestionalrequestion werealreaire devised

according to the community

lo1v101 approximatev number of trips per year to
grand junction

pieepiceplee
provo

saltsait lake city
20 at which town do you do most of your grocery shopping

30 at which town do you do buy suchauch purchases as furniture
and clothing

40 at which town do you buy heavy equipment such as cars
and machinery and major appliances

5 what Is the major reason for trips to moab

113

tor

i-rI1 ce
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RESULTS OF questionnaire FOR MOAB

1 approximate number of trips per year to
grand junction 6

price 10414
provopt 10212ovo

salt lake city 40
22.2oao20 at which town do you buy such purchases as furniturefarn

and
iture

clothing
moab 48 M
grand junction 27 28

price 1

provoprovopt 1ovo

salt lake city 20 21

30 at which town do you buy heavy equipment such as cars
and machinery and major applianceappilancestappliancest

doabffoab9oabmoab 505.5 600

grand junction 10 12

price 4

provoPTOVO I11

salt lake city 18 22

114
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to the permantbermant economy of the communltyocommunityacommunity
hbweverhoweverHb inthewever 1950s a spectacular uranium boom

brought unprecedented growth to the town As the uranium
boom slackened economic and population decline threatened
the tows new status potash production and tourist
service industriesindus emergedtriestrios to buoy up the sagging economy
although the economy was aided by the addition of other
activities the sectors of the economy still remained dis-
proportionately unbalanced in comparison to the norm the
future economic stability of the community remains ques-
tionable unless balance can be attained
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ABSTRACT

moab located in southeastern utah began as an
agricultural village in accordance with the economy of
early utah howeverHb moabkoablawever growth was limited by a
restricted physical sitesitcocitco the purpose of this study Is to
trace the development of the economic functions of moab in
relation to its resource base despite the physical limit-
ations of the area agriculture remained the chief economic
activity up to the midtwentiethmid centurytwentieth periodic booms
in speculative mining were only temporary and not significant
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